CHERRY HILLS VILLAGE
COLORADO

2450 E. Quincy Avenue
Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113
www.cherryhillsvillage.com

City Hall
Telephone 303-789-2541
FAX 303-761-9386

Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission Agenda
Thursday, January 9, 2020 at 5:30 p.m.

2450 E. Quincy Avenue, Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113
City Hall

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call of Members
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Audience Participation Period (limit 5 minutes per speaker)
5. Consent Agenda
a. Approval of Minutes – November 14th, 2019
6. Unfinished Business
a. Village Trail Signs
7. New Business
a. Cherry Hills Land Preserve Memorandum of Understanding
8. Reports
a. Chair
b. Commissioners
c. Staff
i. John Meade Park Construction
ii. Quincy Farm Master Plan
9. Adjournment

Notice:

Agenda is subject to change.
If you will need special assistance in order to attend any of the City’s public meetings, please notify the City of Cherry Hills Village at 303-789-2541, 72 hours in
advance.

Minutes of the
Parks, Trails & Recreation Commission of the
City of City of Cherry Hills Village, Colorado
Held on Thursday, November 14, 2019 at 5:30 p.m.
at the City Center
PARKS, TRAILS AND RECREATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
Chair Robert Eber called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m.
ROLL CALL
Chair Robert Eber, Vice-Chair Fred Wolfe, Commissioners Peter Sutherland, Aron
Grodinsky, Kate Murphy, Stephanie Dahl and Tory Leviton. Also present were Emily
Black, Parks and Recreation Coordinator and Pamela Broyles, Administrative Assistant
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The PTRC conducted the Pledge of Allegiance.
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION PERIOD
There was no audience participation.
CONSENT AGENDA
Vice-Chair Fred Wolfe moved, seconded by Commissioner Peter Sutherland to approve
the following items on the Consent Agenda:
1.

Approval of Minutes – October 10, 2019

The motion passed unanimously.
ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA
None
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a. Quincy Farm Updates
Parks and Recreation Coordinator Emily Black reported that the Quincy Farm Master
Plan process is underway. The first public input meeting was on October 24th. The next
public input meeting is scheduled for January 21st in Council Chambers just before the
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City Council meeting. Ms. Black confirmed that new information will be presented at the
meeting.
Ms. Black noted that the biggest change to the Quincy Farm spreadsheet is the historic
structure assessment. She said the City received two quotes for a historic architect and
consultant to go through the historic buildings and report what is original to each of the
historic buildings, what the deficiencies are and what needs to be corrected going
forward. The consultant will provide a comprehensive report on the historic buildings
and how they can be updated and used. The low bid will go before City Council on
Wednesday, December 11th.
NEW BUSINESS
a. John Meade Park Events & Goals
Ms. Black reported that there was discussion at the Quincy Farm public input meeting on
what types of events should be held at Quincy Farm versus John Meade Park. The
Quincy Farm Committee suggested that it would be helpful to differentiate between the
two.
Vice-Chair Wolfe asked about the approval process for events at Quincy Farm and if the
Quincy Farm Committee and Colorado Open Lands are required to approve all events.
Ms. Black responded that it depends on the type of event. She said the Quincy Farm
Committee will not be required to approve every event that happens at the Farm. Using
the guidance given by Colorado Open Lands, City staff will determine whether an event
is appropriate and will reach out to Colorado Open Lands for more guidance if it is not
clear. She said a report will be given to the Quincy Farm Committee every month on
what was approved and what was denied.
Ms. Black shared a list of proposed programming that the Quincy Farm Committee
created for Quincy Farm. She created a list of events that would be suitable for John
Meade Park based on events already held in the City and events that have been suggested
in the past. She asked the Commission for feedback and ideas for other events. Ms.
Black pointed out that City Council has asked staff to form a special committee for the
Alan Hutto space sometime next year that will include some PTRC members and some
Art Commission members.
Chair Eber remarked that because of the Conservation Easement, the idea for Quincy
Farm is to have educational type events and activities tied to the mission of Quincy Farm.
He said general events with higher traffic that require more parking are geared more for
John Meade Park.
Commissioner Murphy commented that the initial idea presented at the Quincy Farm
Open House event was that the kitchen in the main house could be utilized for things like
a “Farm to Table” event or a wedding reception. She asked if these events are now
prohibited because of Colorado Open Land’s restrictions.
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Ms. Black responded that the Quincy Farm Committee and City Council put together a
list of activities that they are considering for the main house and Colorado Open Lands
approved the activities list. She said the list included things like cooking classes with a
“Farm to Table” idea and a community garden to name a few. Ms. Black said the major
events that Colorado Open Lands will not approve are weddings on the West side of the
Farm and having open hours to access the Nature Trail without having a Nature Center
open on the West side.
Ms. Murphy asked if any of the events require parking at Kent Denver.
Ms. Black responded that parking for events would be up to the City and the Quincy
Farm Committee. She noted that people have been encouraged to walk or bike to recent
events, but they have been in contact with Kent Denver regarding parking. She noted
that part of the Master Plan process is to identify whether to use Kent Denver space for
parking or to add parking on the east side of the Farm. They will also look into using
shuttles for large events.
Commissioner Grodinsky commented that it sounds like Quincy Farm will be used for
smaller, special interest and private events where John Meade Park will host public and
larger community events.
Commissioner Sutherland asked if there are any events being considered for the west side
of the Farm so residents can utilize the property.
Emily responded that the Quincy Farm Committee has considered potential activities, but
their main focus is to convert the garage into a Nature Center to allow people to walk on
the Nature Trail.
Chair Eber asked if any requests to use the Farm are being considered before the Master
Plan is complete.
Ms. Black said applications would be considered depending on the type of event. She
said they are not planning any programming for 2020 at this time.
Commissioner Leviton acknowledged that the city is declining weddings for Quincy
Farm, and asked if wedding events would also be declined for John Meade Park?
Ms. Black clarified that Colorado Open Lands is only declining weddings on the west
side of Quincy Farm due to restrictions in the Conservation Easement. She said the east
side of the Farm is a separate discussion. She noted however that hosting weddings at
Quincy Farm would be contrary to what is being planned for the Farm.
Chair Eber commented that a unique feature of Quincy Farm is that the High Line Canal
is owned by the City. He suggested adding a seminar to educate people on the
uniqueness of the High Line Canal.
Ms. Black said she will share this idea with the Quincy Farm Committee.
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Chair Eber asked for clarification on the Community Garden that is on the event list for
Quincy Farm.
Ms. Black clarified that a Community Garden at Quincy Farm would be a City
maintained garden where families could help maintain the garden and pick vegetables.
The idea is to create a community garden space, but have City staff maintain it.
Chair Eber commented that one of the ideas raised at the Quincy Farm public meeting
was to have some type of coffee shop or stand where neighbors could meet and have a
cup of coffee. He said it was determined that it would not be a good fit for Quincy Farm,
but suggested it could be added in John Meade Park.
The Commission discussed the idea of having refreshments at the Alan Hutto Park area
during performances.
The Commission asked Ms. Black if there are any restrictions in the code to having a
mobile unit for coffee or food in the City Hall parking lot on weekends during the
summer.
Ms. Black said she would research any restrictions and report back to the Commission.
REPORTS
a. PTRC Chair Report
Chair Eber thanked City staff and the Commission for their work in 2019. He said there
are a lot of projects and decisions to address in 2020 including Quincy Farm. He
encouraged everyone to attend the Winter Celebration.
b. Commission Members Report
Vice-Chair Wolfe brought up concerns that the Commission needs to establish specific
criteria for bench and tree donations. He shared the idea of using bricks in front of City
Hall that people could purchase and add a name. He would like the Commission to spend
time in 2020 discussing this topic.
Chair Eber suggested that the Commission could explore options for gift giving for
people in the Village as one of their tasks in 2020. The Commission could also establish
specific criteria for making donations. He noted that the City does have a policy that is
specific to benches. He would like to increase opportunities for people to make
donations and not turn people away.
Ms. Black said that staff has also discussed options for gift donations as the requests have
increased over the past few years.
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Vice-Chair Wolfe stated that it is his understanding that Denver Water prohibits benches
along the High Line Canal. He asked what the City would do if they take over
maintenance of the High Line Canal in the Village.
Ms. Black responded that allowing benches will be up to the City, but it will be several
years before this happens. She said the High Line Conservancy has identified a few spots
along the Canal where benches could be considered.
Ms. Murphy suggested that money raised from selling bricks as a commemorative could
be used by the City to offset the cost for cleanup on the High Line Canal.
Ms. Black responded that due to the cost to manage and maintain the bricks it would not
be a profitable way to manage the Canal.
Ms. Black said she will come up with some ideas that PTRC can consider and decide
what the best option is.
Commissioner Murphy said she received positive feedback from her article in the Village
Crier about the Village Trail. She said she believes the Trail is going to have a positive
impact on the Community.
c. Staff Report
(i)

John Meade Park Construction

Ms. Black reported that the construction crew completed dredging the first pond and they
have started on the second one. They are hoping to pour the fishing piers next week. The
crew also stripped the topsoil in the Alan Hutto Memorial Commons, and they will start
grading that area soon. Ms. Black confirmed that construction of the entire Park is
scheduled to be completed in September 2020.
(ii)

Winter Celebration – December 13th

Ms. Black reported that Winter Celebration is scheduled for December 13th from 6:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. She encouraged Commission members to help the night of the event.
She said there will be a craft table, games, face painters, refreshments and Santa. There
will also be a tree lighting as the City purchased a large spruce tree that can be planted in
a park after the event.
(iii)

75th Anniversary Committee

Ms. Black reported that the City received six applications for the 75th Anniversary
Committee and they will be appointed at the November 19th City Council meeting. She
said staff will be coordinating the 75th Anniversary events and she will be in
communication with PTRC and the Quincy Farm Committee as events may overlap in
the Parks. Ms. Black confirmed that the City was incorporated on May 10th, 1945.
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Commissioner Grodinsky suggested that the Committee should recognize the longest
tenured residents in the City.
The Commission agreed to send names of people who have lived in the City for many
years to Ms. Black.
(iv)

December Meeting Cancellation

Ms. Black confirmed that the December 12th PTRC meeting is cancelled.
(v)

Trail Vacation Petition

Ms. Black reported that the City has received a petition by a resident for the City to
vacate a trail easement. The request will go before City Council on November 19th as a
preliminary petition. City Council will do a preliminary review and determine whether
the petition has merit. If City Council chooses to move the petition forward it will go
before PTRC and the Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z). The application will
ultimately go back to City Council for a final decision.
Vice-Chair Wolfe stated that this could be a very exciting opportunity for the City of
Cherry Hills Village. He and Commissioner Murphy toured the property off Stanford
and Little Dry Creek. He said the goal of the petitioner is to purchase property in the area
and not build anything, but plant several trees to create an arboretum.
The Commission discussed the pros and cons of vacating the trail. Ms. Black provided a
map of the area showing the proposed trail vacation.
Vice-Chair Wolfe suggested that PTRC should tour the proposed trail vacation site.
Commissioner Dahl questioned the process and timing to approve the vacation of a trail.
Ms. Black referred to the City Code that defines the process for vacating a trail. She
pointed out that there are notice requirements that must be met, and the proposal needs to
go before PTRC and P&Z before going back to City Council.
Chair Eber asked if it would be a two-step process to vacate a trail and dedicate a trail.
Ms. Black confirmed that it is a two-step process as the proposal is treated as two
separate items. She noted however, that the proposals can be noticed and processed at
the same time.
Commissioner Murphy suggested that since the Commission is not meeting in December,
it would be a good idea to schedule a tour of the proposed site prior to the January
meeting so the Commission has a better understanding of the proposal.
Emily requested that the tour be scheduled after City Council makes its decision at the
November 19th meeting on whether the petition has merit.
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ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. The next PTRC meeting is scheduled for January
9th at 5:30 p.m.
____________________________
Robert Eber, Chairman
____________________________
Emily Black
Parks and Recreation Coordinator
____________________________
Pamela Broyles
Administrative Assistant
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CITY OF CHERRY HILLS VILLAGE
COLORADO

2450 E. Quincy Avenue
Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113
www.cherryhillsvillage.com

City Hall
Telephone 303-789-2541
FAX 303-761-9386

ITEM: 6A

MEMORANDUM
TO:

MEMBERS OF THE PARKS, TRAILS, AND RECREATION COMMISSION

FROM:

EMILY BLACK, PARKS AND RECREATION COORDINATOR

SUBJECT: VILLAGE TRAIL SIGNS
DATE:

JANUARY 9, 2020

ISSUE
To respond to concerns about two sign locations on the Village Trail.
DISCUSSION
Signs for the Village Trail were installed during Fall 2019 following approval by the Parks,
Trails, and Recreation Commission. Articles about the Village Trail and the new signs were
published in the Village Crier and information was also shared through the City website.
Feedback from residents has been largely positive. However, the City Manager would like the
Parks, Trails, and Recreation Commission to respond to concerns about two signs directing trail
users back onto the Village Trail from the High Line Canal trail. There is a concern that these
new signs and bollard locations could direct High Line Canal traffic onto local trails. In the past,
City Council has expressed concern that new trail signs should not direct High Line Canal users
onto local city trails.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
During the recent Trail Passport Program, multiple residents expressed that one of these trails in
particular was very hard to find. In one instance, staff walked with residents to help them find the
trail after they’d biked past multiple times with their children trying to locate the trail register for
the program. The bollards for these signs were moved to more visible locations closer to the
High Line Canal trail when the Village Trail signs were installed to help trail users be able to
find the trails. If signs are returned to their original location it will be difficult to find the trail.
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At this time, staff does believe the new trail signs will make it easier to find the Village Trail.
However, with the close proximity to the High Line Canal, it is possible that additional users
may venture onto the City trails.
RECOMMENDED MOTION
“I move to affirm PTRC’s commitment to the Village Trail and affirm that the newly installed
signage should remain in place so users can easily navigate the trail system.”
(OR)
“I move to relocate the two Village Trail signs further from the High Line Canal trail back to
their original locations.”
(OR)
“I move to relocate the two Village Trail signs further from the High Line Canal trail as
determined by staff.”
ATTACHMENTS
Exhibit A – Map of Village Trail with two sign locations marked
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Village Trail Sign
Village Trail

CITY OF CHERRY HILLS VILLAGE
COLORADO

2450 E. Quincy Avenue
Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113
www.cherryhillsvillage.com

City Hall
Telephone 303-789-2541
FAX 303-761-9386

ITEM: 7A

MEMORANDUM
TO:

MEMBERS OF THE PARKS, TRAILS, AND RECREATION COMMISSION

FROM:

EMILY BLACK, PARKS AND RECREATION COORDINATOR

SUBJECT: CHERRY HILLS LAND PRESERVE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
DATE:

JANUARY 9, 2020

ISSUE
To consider a Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Cherry Hills Village and
Cherry Hills Land Preserve.
DISCUSSION
The City and Cherry Hills Land Preserve have worked together to draft a Memorandum of
Understanding, attached as Exhibit A. The Land Preserve has expressed an interest in furthering
its mission by working with the City regarding Quincy Farm and City Parks, Trails, and Open
Space areas, by collaborating with the City to identify funding opportunities, exploring taxdeductible mechanisms for supporting conservation, maintenance, and programming, and
providing volunteers, training, and supervision as identified by the City. The MOU is not binding
and does not commit the City to the expenditure of funds. The Quincy Farm Committee
recommended approval of the MOU at a special meeting on December 10, 2019.
RECOMMENDED MOTION
“I move to recommend that City Council approve the Memorandum of Understanding between
the City of Cherry Hills Village and Cherry Hills Land Preserve.”
EXHIBITS
Exhibit A – Memorandum of Understanding By and Between City of Cherry Hills Village and
Cherry Hills Land Preserve
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BY AND BETWEEN
CITY OF CHERRY HILLS VILLAGE AND CHERRY HILLS LAND PRESERVE
THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (“MOU") is entered into this _____ day of
____________________, 2019 (“Effective Date") by the CHERRY HILLS LAND
PRESERVE, INC., a Colorado non-profit corporation (“CHLP”) and the City of Cherry Hills
Village, a Colorado home rule municipality (“City”). The City and CHLP may be individually
referred to as “Party” and collectively referred to as the “Parties” herein.
RECITALS
WHEREAS, CHLP is a local non-profit organization that seeks to preserve the natural
open lands, rural character, and wildlife habitat of Cherry Hills Village by providing
education on conservation practices and fostering environmental leadership in the
community; and
WHEREAS, CHLP has expressed an interest in furthering the mission of the City regarding
Quincy Farm and City Parks, Trails, and Open Space areas in the form of collaborating
with the City to identify funding opportunities, exploring tax-deductible mechanisms for
supporting conservation, maintenance, and programming, and providing volunteers,
training, and supervision as identified by the City; and
WHEREAS, the Parties desire to take independent steps in an effort to collaborate for
these mutually desirable goals, as set forth in this MOU; and
WHEREAS, the Parties expressly acknowledge that this MOU: (1) is not binding on either
Party; (2) does not commit the City to the expenditure of funds; and (3) can be terminated
at any time by either Party; and
WHEREAS, the Parties expressly acknowledge that pursuant to Section 5.1 of the City
Charter, only the Mayor is authorized to sign contracts binding the City, and that a mutually
enforceable contract regarding a partnership to support Quincy Farm and City Parks,
Trails, and Open Space areas would require subsequent negotiation and formal approval
of a binding agreement.
1.0

Term; Allocation of Costs and Expenses
1.1
This is a non-binding Memorandum of Understanding that is terminable at
any time by either Party upon a Party’s receipt of written notice, as stated in Section
3.0 of this MOU.
1.2
Each Party shall be responsible for its own costs and expenses for any
matters arising out of or related to this MOU. No Party accepts or assumes any
liability for any acts or omissions of another Party.
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2.0

Collaborative Efforts
2.1

Cherry Hills Land Preserve

2.1.1 Provide volunteers, training, and supervision as agreed upon by the
City and CHLP for programming needs in the City.
2.1.2 Provide a tax-deductible mechanism for the support of Quincy Farm for
education, historic preservation, conservation, improvements, and all other missions
agreed upon by the City and CHLP. As part of such mechanism, CHLP shall
establish a segregated fund for fundraising proceeds dedicated to Quincy Farm.
2.1.3 When requested, collaborate with the City in applications for public and
private grants for City-wide projects and programming.
2.1.4 Utilize the CHLP Community Stewardship Grants Fund to accept for
consideration applications from the City for applicable funding programs that meet
the requirements of such Fund.
2.1.5 When requested by the City, assist in securing the cooperation of other
government and non-profit organizations to offer education and conservation-minded
information for City projects.
2.1.6 Identify the City as a partner on joint projects when applicable.
Partnership identification may include City logos on signs, media, and other
communications. As part of this collaboration, CHLP shall secure advance City
approval on all media promotions that are agreed upon by the City and CHLP.
2.2

City of Cherry Hills Village

2.2.1 Work with CHLP to identify particular funding needs for City projects to
include projects in concert with an approved Quincy Farm Master Plan.
2.2.2 Promote existing and future CHLP grant programs to citizens of Cherry
Hills Village.
2.2.3 Identify CHLP as a partner on joint City-wide projects when applicable.
Partnership identification may include CHLP logos on signs, media, and other
communications. As part of this collaboration, the City shall secure advance
approval from CHLP on all media promotions that are agreed upon by the City and
CHLP.
2.3.4 Allow CHLP up to ten (10) 2’x 3’ temporary signs within the City’s public
right-of-way to promote the annual “Barn Party” event (“Event’). The City shall
establish and approve the location of such signs in advance of sign placement,
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provided that CHLP shall place such signs no sooner than 21 days in advance of the
Event, and CHLP shall remove all such signs within 48 hours after the
commencement of the Event.
3.0

Notices

3.1
Any notices pursuant to this MOU shall be made in writing and either delivered
directly, sent by certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, or sent by USPS
Express Mail to the following:

City:

City of Cherry Hills Village
2450 E. Quincy Avenue
Cherry Hills Village, Co 80113
Attn: City Manager

With a Copy to:

Michow Cox & McAskin, LLP
6530 S. Yosemite St., Suite 200
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
Attn: Kathie Guckenberger, Esq.

CHLP:

Cherry Hills Land Preserve
P.O. Box 522
Englewood, CO 80151-0522

3.2
All notices shall be deemed received on the date of the return receipt or
acknowledgment of delivery.
4.0

Amending MOU.

4.1
No modification of this MOU shall be effective unless agreed to in writing by
each Party.
5.0

Provisions Non-Binding.

5.1
Nothing in this MOU is intended to create binding obligations upon the City or
CHLP. Notwithstanding this provision, the City and CHLP each acknowledge their intent to
cooperate in good faith to accomplish the goals of this MOU.
Remainder of page left blank intentionally – signature page follows
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Signature page for MOU between City of Cherry Hills Village and CHLP

CITY OF CHERRY HILLS VILLAGE,
a Colorado home rule municipal corporation

BY: ________________________________
Jim Thorsen, City Manager,
Date: _______________________, 2019

ATTEST:

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_______________________
Laura Gillespie, City Clerk

____________________________
Kathie Guckenberger, City Attorney

CHERRY HILLS LAND PRESERVE,
a Colorado non-profit organization

By: ____________________________
_______________________________
Printed Name

_______________________
Title

Date: ______________________, 2019
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