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GARY S. JUDD
3 CANTITOE LANE
Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113-6111
February 4, 2021
Parks and Trails Commission
City of Cherry Hills Village
2450 Quincy Avenue
Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113
VIA EMAIL TO eblack@cherryhillsvillage.com
Dear Commission Members:
I am writing to strongly oppose the Commission recommending amending the City’s code to permit ebikes on any of the trails under the jurisdiction of the City.
The trails were originated as walking, equestrian, and regular bike amenities. As you are well aware
usage of the trails and, especially, the Highline Canal amenity has grown immensely in recent years with
significant growth coming from our increasing population and the COVID pandemic. Sales of e-bikes
have soared during COVID making this issue even more important. As reported on Colorado Public
Radio’s Colorado Matters this morning, the use of trails throughout Colorado has intensified and
parking has become a growing issue. Making it legal for e-bikes to utilize the trail system would
exacerbate this pressure and would create real safety concerns.
A Reuters’ article dated December 25, 2020, based on the United States Consumer Product Safety
Commission’s Electronic Injury Surveillance System data for 2017-2020, reported that e-bikes “are
becoming increasingly popular in the United States, but the powered bikes carry a higher risk of severe
injuries than traditional bicycles.” The article continued, “E-bike injuries were also more than three
times as likely to involve a collision with a pedestrian than either scooter or traditional bike injuries.”
The ability of the three classes of e-bikes to reach speeds of 20-28 miles per hour is a primary
contributor. A New York Times article dated August 19, 2020, stated, “because e-bikes are heavier and
travel faster, they will require more time and distance to stop than a standard bike.” E-bikes are clearly
more dangerous than traditional bikes. There is a good reason that other jurisdictions such as Summit
County in Colorado have banned e-bikes on unpaved trails.
E-bikes are motorized vehicles and need to be kept off of the City’s trails. Clearly, enforcement is a
challenge but that should not be used as justification to change current, established City code. A first
step to assist enforcement would be to improve signage at all entry points to our paths making them
large enough and emphasizing the restriction on motorized vehicles including e-bikes.
Thank you for your consideration of these concerns in your deliberations.
Sincerely
(Signed Gary S. Judd)
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Judith Judd
3 Cantitoe Lane
Cherry Hills Village, CO
80113
judithjudd@msn.com
303-807-2806 (mobile)
February 4, 2021
Cherry Hills Village Parks and Trails Commission
Stephanie Dahl, Chair
Fred Wolfe, vice Chair
Robert Ebert
Kate Murphy
Aron Grodinsky
Tory Leviton
Chelsea Scott
Cherry Hills Village
2450 East Quincy Avenue
Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113
Via Email eblack@cherryhillsvillage.com
Dear Chair, Vice Chair and Members of the Cherry Hills Village Parks and Commission.
Thank you very much for publishing in the January and February Village Crier your call for public
comment about amending the CHV municipal code to remove the prohibition against motorized
use of Village trails. You gave us the “heads up” we needed, and a fair chance to voice our
concerns. The issue, as I understand it, is whether E-Bikes should be added to the mix of
permissible uses of the trails.
Allowing E-Bikes would require repealing Section 11-3-80 of the code. This section states that “it
is unlawful to drive any motor vehicle in any park or on any trail within the City.” It defines motor
vehicle as “any wheeled vehicle propelled wholly or in part by … electric engine or motor.”
Because this section specifically excepts “handicapped propulsion devices” any alleged problems
with Section 11-3-80 do not pertain to vehicles deemed to be handicappped propulsion devices.
One must assume that careful thought was given to Section 11-3-80 when it was promulgated
and that it represents a reasoned analysis of the pros and cons of allowing motorized use of the
trails. The question now is why it should be changed.
Clearly, E-Bikes are “the new thing”. They are driving a resurgence in the bicycle industry and
are heavily promoted by said industry. I witnessed firsthand the early surge of E-Scooters and EBikes on the sidewalks of San Francisco. Suddenly they were whirling by you, dodging around
you, pressuring you from behind to move to the side, to move faster, to move out of the way. As
a pedestrian you had no choice but to clear the way for the E-Bike or E-Scooter; your wellbeing
depended on it. At first blush they seemed like a good way to get around the city, but it became
clear very quickly that they were not compatible with pedestrians and the City moved them to the
streets within a few months.
In 2019 the bicycle industry was able to get the Colorado legislature to pass a comprehensive
cyclist law that specifically addressed E-Bikes. Entitled the ”Vulnerable Road Use Law, Section
42-4-1402.5 provides that “A local authority may prohibit the operation of a class 1 or 2 electrical
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assisted bicycle on a bike or pedestrian path under its jurisdiction.” [Class 3 E-Bikes are more
strictly regulated.] As an interest group, cyclists desire to have as many riding options as possible,
but in this legislation even the State recognized that E-bikes are not appropriate for every
situation.
I am a frequent user of the Village trails as a pedestrian and an equestrian. Last spring and fall I
walked the bridlepaths in my area daily. My experience is that in most places they are not wide
enough for one pedestrian going south to pass two pedestrians going north. In this situation,
northbound walkers must give way to those going southbound or vice versa. This is easy for
pedestrians to do. But if you add E-Bikes to the situation, the result is worse than the sidewalks
of San Francisco. Village trails and bridges are not hard, smooth and wide, but rather soft, rutted,
and narrow.
The CHV trails are under enormous pressure from the increasing density at Belleview Station and
all over the metro area. As the members of the Commission are surely aware, use of the Highline
between Colorado Blvd and Orchard is intense. The western boundary of our property borders
the Highline Canal. Our observation is that the dominant use (by far) of the Highline and the
bridlepaths is pedestrian. Is there any data to indicate that this is not the case? Why would the
City do anything to encourage E-Bike usage in this situation?
E-bikes are not permitted (Section 11-5-70) by Greenwood Village, our neighbor to the South.
Suzanne Moore, Director of Greenwood’s Parks, Trails and Recreation states that there are no
plans to change the Greenwood prohibition (which mirror’s the City’s prohibition). She also
reports that she has observed E-Bikes on the Highline going so fast it would be impossible for
them to stop if a pedestrian steps in front of them. She further acknowledges that enforcement
of the prohibition is difficult (especially since E-Bikes don’t have license plates) but agrees that
the answer to difficult enforcement is not removal of the prohibition.
Summit county has published notice that it is not considering permitting E-Bike use. ”E-Bikes are
not permitted on natural surface trails dedicated as non-motorized, whether the trails are under
the jurisdiction of Summit County, the Town of Breckenridge or the US Forest Service. “Class 1
e-bikes are allowed on the Recpath, which is a paved pathway.”:
In California, “Electric bikes are not allowed on dedicated bike paths unless the path runs adjacent
to a roadway or is posted to allow motorized bicycles.” In Oregon there is a “blanket prohibition
against e-bikes on state park trails.” In Oregon “e-bikes are treated like cars and motorcycles,
…not like bikes.”
Locally, South Suburban Parks and Recreation allows E-bikes, but limits speed to 15 mph. I would
argue that this is not a model the City should follow. This is not a solution to the safety issue and
it simply adds another enforcement problem since the motor assist on Class 1 and Class 2 EBikes doesn’t turn off until the bike reaches 20 miles per hour.
Once the City’s prohibition is repealed, there is no going back. I would urge the utmost caution in
making changes that would clearly be a detriment to pedestrians and to the City’s ungroomed,
natural bridlepaths and require even more enforcement assets.
Sincerely,
Judith Judd
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

seymour katz
Emily Black
eBike Public Comment
Thursday, February 04, 2021 6:07:04 PM

My name is Seymour Katz, I live at 4475 S Lafayette St , Englewood, CO 80113, and I'm
here to voice my support for changing parks ordinances to allow eBikes on trails.
Here, let Councilmembers know why this change is important to you (e.g. "As a
resident and regular bike commuter on Park trails, it's important to me to know that I and
my neighbors can legally ride eBikes to get through Cherry Hills Village." OR "As someone
who rides my eBike regularly on Park Trails to stay healthy, I was surprised to find out that
Cherry Hills Village currently doesn't allow me to ride legally, even while Colorado law
does.")
eBikes are a fantastic way to get out and enjoy all that Cherry Hills Village has to offer in a
safe and fun way. I hope you will move forward with amending the ordinance so that
residents and through-bicyclists like me may continue to enjoy Cherry Hills Village on two
wheels.
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James and Kathy Crapo
4650 S Forest Street
Cherry Hills Village, CO
February 4, 2021

Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission
Cherry Hills Village, CO

We are writing out of concern for any change in the use of the High Line Canal or
connecting bridle paths that would increase the use of motorized vehicles on them.
We use the trail and paths almost daily and they are a critical element of the unique
environment of Cherry Hills Village.

Traffic on the trails has dramatically increased as other residents of the Denver area
have discovered our lovely trails. We welcome the increased use of these trails but
are strongly opposed to the use of motorized vehicles on these paths. The recent
increase in traffic has included frequent encounters with fast bikers. Instead of the
polite “on your left” call-out that was previously common, we are now frequently
overcome by bikers who are attempting to bike quickly between other trail users.
Despite arguments to the contrary the speed of e-bikers is dramatically faster than
those using traditional bikes.

Please preserve our special environment in Cherry Hills Village that encourages
pedestrians and equestrians. Arguments that enforcement is difficult belies the fact
that we must still be good stewards of our trails. Enforcement is a problem to be
solved and should not be an issue in setting policy to maintaining both the character
and the safety of our trails.
Thank You,

Kathy and James Crapo
kd@crapodenver.com
303-521-5434

jdc@crapodenver.com
303-808-7314
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(staff note: Mr. Ferguson's first email appears in the packet; these are
additional comments)
From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Bill Ferguson
Emily Black
RE: E-Bikes feedback
Thursday, February 04, 2021 6:08:34 PM
image001.png

Emily,
Thank you for the reply. The intent of my comment was in part to acknowledge that hopefully we
are not ALREADY allowing motorized vehicles on our horse/walking trails by turning a blind eye.
You state that the Municipal Code does not allow this behavior and is being enforced when practical
by the Police Department which is wonderful, but unfortunately some residents have formed bad
habits and are breaking the law.
Please put on the record that I am against allowing motorized vehicles including E-Bikes on our trail
system. I don’t see how equestrians, walkers, hikers, bicyclists and now potentially motorized
vehicles can co-exist on dirt trails. As a former owner of horses I would not want to encounter a
motorized vehicle on a horse path while trying to control my horse. Motorized vehicles should be
restricted to paved bike paths and streets where they can be safely operated and less of a hazard to
both two and 4 legged trail users.
My best,
Bill Ferguson
From: Emily Black [mailto:eblack@cherryhillsvillage.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2021 5:41 PM
To: Bill Ferguson <bferguson@basicfoodgroup.com>
Subject: RE: E-Bikes feedback
Hi Bill,
Thank you for your comments, I will include them in the packet for the February 11th Parks, Trails,
and Recreation Commission meeting. I can copy the relevant section of the municipal code for you
below about motorized vehicles on trails:

Sec. 11-3-80. - Operation of motor vehicles.
It is unlawful to drive any motor vehicle in any park or on any trail within the City. For the purposes
of this Section, motor vehicle includes any wheeled vehicle propelled wholly or in part by internal
combustion or electric engine or motor, except for individual handicapped propulsion devices and
any police, fire, ambulance and any other park, fire protection, water or sanitation district, City,
Denver Water Department, U.S. Postal Service or other public vehicle; or a vehicle operated for
the purpose of installing, maintaining or servicing parks or trails or a utility such as a water, sewer
or gas line or telephone or electric power line or installation.
(Prior code 8-2-2-5; Ord. 9 §1, 2003; Ord. 10 §1, 2007)
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Since the beginning of the pandemic when trails became more crowded, the Police Department has
been deploying extra patrols on trails (particularly the High Line) whenever possible. However, their
availability is obviously subject to other issues taking places in the city.
Thanks and please let me know if you have other questions,

Emily C Black
Parks & Recreation Coordinator
City of Cherry Hills Village
2450 East Quincy Avenue
Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113
Direct: (303) 783-2742
Fax: (303) 761-9386
eblack@cherryhillsvillage.com

From: Bill Ferguson <bferguson@basicfoodgroup.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2021 9:27 AM
To: Emily Black <eblack@cherryhillsvillage.com>
Subject: E-Bikes feedback
Emily,
In regard to PTRC’s request for feedback concerning E-Bikes on trails I would like to first understand
the PTRC’s position on golf and utility carts on trails. As a resident of CHV since 1986 I’ve witnessed a
dramatic shift from equestrian and walker/hiker usage on trails to walker/hiker and mountain biker
and golf/utility carts. I’ve never understood if golf and utility carts are permitted uses, are they
currently permitted on trails? If they are not permitted why are we not actively enforcing the rules
within the village?
The answer to this question will help guide most feedback on E-Bikes.
My best,
Bill Ferguson
4355 S. High St.
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From: mary milgrom <mkmilgrom@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2021 11:10 PM
To: Pamela Broyles <pbroyles@cherryhillsvillage.com>
Subject:
Dear Ms. Broyles,
I would like to share my thoughts about the issue of allowing eBikes on the trails in Cherry Hills Village,
and ask that you share my input with Ms. Dahl and the commission members.
I am a regular user of the trail system in the Village and feel privileged to have access to such a gorgeous
and accessible resource. Over the past 30 years, the trails have provided me and my family with
opportunities for exercise, to meet my neighbors, to observe wildlife, and to experience the beauty of
our area. These trails are a peaceful oasis and a brief escape from the demands of life.
Preserving the tranquility of these open trails is a responsibility I hope you will take very
seriously. Other than city and emergency vehicles, I oppose allowing motorized vehicles on the trails.
Sincerely yours,
Mary Milgrom
5420 Nassau Circle East
720 232 9631
Sent from Mail for Windows 10

(staff note: sent to eblack@cherryhillsvillage.com on Fri., Feb. 5th)
William & Kerry Warburton
7 Cantitoe Lane
Cherry Hills Village, Co 80113
February 3, 2021
To Cherry Hills Village Parks and Commission,
First, I would like to formally introduce myself and my family. My name is William
Warburton, and I recently moved to 7 Cantitoe Lane. My wife’s name is Kerry Warburton, and
we have four daughters, ages 20, 19, 17, and 14. I am very excited to be a Cherry Hills
community member and cannot wait to get to know my neighbors. One of the things my wife
and I were so excited about were long afternoon walks on the High Line Canal. We walk every
day with our three dogs and enjoy the peaceful, safe path as an option.
With that being said, I believe that allowing E-Bikes on the High Line Canal would have a
negative impact on the community. We have a condo in Vail and spend most of our summer up
in the mountains hiking, biking, and fishing. I have had first-hand experience with E-bikes and
have ridden them and seen their effect on the Vail paths and trails. While they are fun and
exciting, in a pedestrian setting, allowing E-Bikes could quickly become dangerous. E-Bikes are
easy to buy, but what people forget is that they are still a motorized vehicle. It is crucial that the
person riding must be overly cautious, especially when there are pedestrians present. To
ensure a safe environment for walkers and trail bikers, we should not encourage or allow for
the new maximum speed on those paths to be thirty mph. In addition to them being potentially
dangerous, E-Bikes could cause the path to see much more day-to-day traffic resulting in more
management needed to maintain the trails. Allowing E-Bikes would only be the beginning. If we
allow E-Bikes on the path, we open up the door for motorized scooters or other motorized
vehicles to eventually gain access as well. E-Bikes would be hurtful and harmful to the overall
trail environment.
I know that if E-Bikes were allowed on the High Line Canal, I would be hesitant to walk
with my family and my dogs on it every day. As a community, we need to protect the trail and
maintain the calm and secure environment you all have worked so hard to build. Thank you for
your time, and if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me.
Sincerely,
William Warburton
wwarburton@concordenergy.com | (303)-638-8774

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tu Huynh
Emily Black
E-Bikes on trails
Friday, February 05, 2021 8:47:22 AM

Hello Ms. Black,
My name is Tu Huynh and I'm a Cherry Hills resident. I would like for the committee to
consent to allowing ebike on the trails. I have bad knees and unable to ride the trail without
assistance. I'm unable to walk without pain, and without my ebike, my ability to excercise will
be greatly limited. Would the committee consider posting the speed limit on the trails? I
notice that one does not need to have an ebike to be traveling at speed greater than 20miles/hr.
The ebike is quiet and it's not a hazard to other trail users. Like other trail users, the person
needs to be considerate and obey the rules.
Sincerely,
T Huynh

Batch 2

Comments about E-Bikes for the Parks, Trails,
and Recreation Commission
Received between 4:30pm on Fri., Feb. 5th
2021 and 4:30pm on Mon., Feb. 8th
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

J Brian Searles
Emily Black
eBikes on CHV Trails
Friday, February 05, 2021 4:50:40 PM

Please pass this email along to any and all who are working on the issue of allowing eBikes on
the Village Trails.
I am in favor of permitting eBikes (battery operated) bicycles to be used on the Cherry Hills
Village Trails. I am 69 years old, and have been riding an eBike for 2 years. As long as speed
limits are observed, the eBikes are no more dangerous to the other users of the trails than a
normal bicycle (truthfully, many younger bicyclists riding non-eBikes actually pass me as I
ride the streets of the Village. By allowing eBikes on the CHV trails, this opens up the ability
for the older residents of the Village to still use the trails.
Thanks,
J. Brian Searles
5623 E. Southmoor Circle
jbsearles@mac.com
303.808.0995
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

James Levy
Emily Black
e-bikes in CHV
Friday, February 05, 2021 4:55:10 PM

Good evening Councilmembers,
My name is James Levy and I live at 3103 S GAYLORD St , Englewood, CO 80113. I'm
here to voice my support for changing parks ordinances to allow e-Bikes on trails. As
someone who rides regularly on Park Trails and the roadways to stay healthy, I was
surprised to find out that Cherry Hills Village currently doesn't allow me to ride legally
on the trails; even while Colorado law does.
I’ve been an active cyclist all my life, and recently purchased an e-bike for my wife
enabling her to join me on my rides. It’s great exercise for both of us getting on in
age, and allows us to recreate together. I’m still riding without motor assist, though
expect the day will come when I need that boost as well. The e-bike we have is pedal
assist, so my wife is still expected to pedal and get her heart moving. Clearly, we
remain observant of safe speeds and respectful of others using the trails.
As Realtors, we a enjoy riding the streets & trails as another option to appreciate the
CHV neighbourhoods, and sales opportunities for our clients/prospects. I believe all
bikes reflect healthy lifestyle choices that are an important part of CHV and Colorado
living. I hope you will move forward with amending the ordinance so that residents
and through-bicyclists like my wife and I may continue to enjoy Cherry Hills Village on
two wheels.
Cheers!
James Levy
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stuart and Ellen Witkin
Emily Black
Highline Canal
Friday, February 05, 2021 6:54:28 PM

Dear Ms. Black:
I am writing to protest the proposed change to the PTRC Municipal Code which would allow e-bikes
on the Highline Canal. I can only remember an incident many years ago when my wife’s mother, age
75, was walking along the canal. She was struck from behind by a bike and thrown to the ground.
Fortunately her injuries weren’t severe, but she never again enjoyed her walks, and was always in
fear of another such incident.   To introduce any kind of motorized vehicles, including e-bikes, is a
disservice to people who currently use the canal for exercise and recreation – not being propelled by
electrically generated energy.
We have been taking walks on the canal for many years and have seen the tremendous increase in
usage and activity. To add e-bikes to the mix of adults, children, dogs, bikes, occasional horses –
would contribute to the decline of the canal’s position as a unique and exceptional feature which
adds to the lifestyle of so many Village residents.
My wife and I protest vehemently against this change of the Municipal Code.
Very truly yours,
Stuart Witkin
Cherry Hills Village

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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PTRC
c/o Emily Black
February 11 hearing
Submittal regarding E-Bikes on Trails in
Cherry Hills Village
Do not change current prohibitions pertaining to e-bikes on natural
trails in Cherry Hills Village, including the Highline.
I support the current prohibition of e-bikes on our natural trails for the
following reasons:
1. Preservation of Semi-Rural atmosphere.
2. Safety of current pedestrian users, cyclists and equestrians.
3. Cost of upkeep to trails, especially one track natural narrow trails
used by e-bikes, including mountain e-bikes.
Preservation of Semi-Rural atmosphere.
Cherry Hills has been very protective of the semi-rural atmosphere of
its community including its trails notwithstanding intense high density
development surrounding it. It is enjoyed not only by our residents but
by residents of surrounding communities, who bring their dogs (on
leash), their children and friends to stroll along paths that are beautiful,
with horses grazing, ponds, large trees and a multitude of birds and
other wildlife. It has become more precious to all of us, including our
neighbors, during the pandemic.
When the Hampden/ Colorado underpass for the Highline opens the
amount of traffic on the Highline and into our community will increase
exponentially. If we value our semi-rural atmosphere, we should not
be adding new mechanized users to our trails without first evaluating
the impact of the use generated by the underpass.
5

Safety.
Colorado has authorized three Tiers of e-bikes. Tiers 1 and 2 can reach
speeds of 20 mph, unassisted and Tier 3 may reach 28 mph unassisted.
Unassisted means that the cyclist is not pedaling. Maximum assisted
speeds are higher than the maximum speeds of conventional bicycles.
Studies have shown that most e-bike riders in North America ride
farther and more often than their conventional bicycling counterparts.
Across all studies to date e-bikes travel on average 3.0 km/hr faster
than conventional bicycles.
There are few safety studies pertaining to e-bikes, most of them are in
comparison to conventional bikes. (A few are in comparison to motor
vehicles, see note 1). Researchers in an article published in the Journal
of Injury Prevention, found that e-bikes were three times as likely to
involve a collision with a pedestrian than either scooters or traditional
bikes. Other research found that e-bike riders because they rode faster,
had diminished reaction time in complex mixed-use riding
environments.
Our trails present many complex mixed use riding environments. We
have pedestrians, joggers, baby strollers, dogs, equestrians, young
children walking with parents or riding on bikes, and conventional
cyclists. With the advent of the opening of the underpass this will
increase, not decrease.
Costs of Trail Maintenance
There are several rental e-bike companies around the Denver
Metropolitan area, including companies that rent mountain bike ebikes for use on single track trails. There is a map showing where ebikes are permitted. No city adjoining Denver permits e-bikes on its
6

natural trails. Jefferson County has opened a few single track trails on a
trial basis to determine whether there is significant damage to the trails
together with an analysis of the impact on wildlife. The opening of all
of our natural trails to e-bikers would be a boon to the Denver e-bike
industry, however the costs to our trail system would be borne by our
citizens.
Enforcement and the ADA.
Difficulty of enforcement is not a legitimate reason for changing
permitted uses of our trails. It is difficult to enforce leash laws, but that
does not mean that we should turn Cherry Hills Village into a dog park.
Other communities have found means of enforcing trail regulations.
We should explore best practices and implement them.
Pursuant to ADA laws, motorized vehicles for the disabled are currently
permitted on our trails. This would include motorized wheelchairs and
three wheeled scooters and in theory e-bikes or e-trikes. The caveat of
course is that the user must in fact be deemed to have a mobility
disability in compliance with the standards of the ADA. Thus, no
change to our current law is necessitated for ADA compliance.
Respectfully Submitted,
Laura Christman
18 Cherry Lane Drive
Cherry Hills Village, Colorado
Note 1. Studies show that e-bikes are safer for pedestrians when
compared to pedestrian fatalities from motor vehicles. These studies
are clearly not relevant to the issue at hand.
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(note from staff: Mr. Barnett called following this email and asked me to just forward his original
email to the Commission.)
From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Emily Black
"xbxwestern@yahoo.com"
RE: E bikes
Monday, February 08, 2021 1:39:00 PM

Hi Bob,
Thanks for reaching out - could you please send in written comments, so that we'll be able to share your comments
with the Parks, Trails, and Recreation Commission directly? Feel free to give me a call if you'd like (number in
signature below), but written submissions are the best way to get your thoughts to the Commission.
Thank you,
Emily C Black
Parks & Recreation Coordinator
City of Cherry Hills Village
2450 East Quincy Avenue
Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113
Direct: (303) 783-2742
Fax: (303) 761-9386
eblack@cherryhillsvillage.com

-----Original Message----From: Bob Barnett <xbxwestern@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 3:30 PM
To: Pamela Broyles <pbroyles@cherryhillsvillage.com>
Subject: E bikes
No e bikes should be allowed on the Hiline Canal or city trails. Please call me to review this matter! Bob Barnett.
303 8860993
Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Pamela Broyles
Emily Black
FW: E-bikes on trails
Monday, February 08, 2021 8:14:33 AM

Please see below.
Thank you
Pamela Broyles
Administrative Assistant
City of Cherry Hills Village
Direct: (303) 783-2744
Fax: (303) 761-9386
Email: pbroyles@cherryhillsvillage.com

-----Original Message----From: John Beggins <john.beggins@icloud.com>
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 7:45 AM
To: Pamela Broyles <pbroyles@cherryhillsvillage.com>
Subject: E-bikes on trails
Please add me to the list of long time CHV property owners that oppose allowing e-bikes on CHV trails!
I have an e-bike and never find a need to use it on the trails.
Thank you!
John Beggins
50 Meade Lane
John Beggins
President
Quandis, Inc.
303-549-6477

February 8th, 2021
Parks Trails Recreation Committee
Public Hearing February 13, 2021
Dear Commissioners:
I grew up in Cherry Hills Village. I walked, rode my pony and jogged the trails for more than 20
years as a resident of Cherry Hills. My young family currently lives in Denver, but we return to
Cherry Hills Village to enjoy the outdoors, especially the Highline and adjacent open space.
Many of our neighbors also venture into Cherry Hills so that their children may enjoy nature.
Though no longer a resident I would ask that you not change the restrictions on e-bikes in Cherry
Hills Village. There are plenty of trails in and around Denver for e-bikes. There are few
communities where nature is a priority and trails are family friendly. Cherry Hills is one of them.
Not everyone can afford to live in Cherry Hills Village but the beautiful trails are available to
everyone who values nature. Please do not change the semi-rural atmosphere that so many of us
love and continue to enjoy.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Kay Stallworthy
2568 S Columbine Street
Denver, CO 80210
(720) 210-8006

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Pamela Broyles
Emily Black
FW: Prevent e- bikes on CHV Trails
Monday, February 08, 2021 11:57:42 AM

From: Joe Kovarik <jkovarik@sheridanross.com>
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 11:56 AM
To: Pamela Broyles <pbroyles@cherryhillsvillage.com>
Subject: Prevent e- bikes on CHV Trails
To: Parks and Trails Commission, Cherry Hills Village
From: Joe Kovarik – 60 Meade Lane
RE: Prevent e- bikes on CHV Trails
I have been a resident of CHV for over 52 years. We moved into our present home at 60 Meade
Lane in 2007. Our property abuts a long stretch of the Cherry Hills Trail, traversing our backyard that
borders our pool, pond and barn area.
My understanding was and remains that the trail is primarily for horse riders and folks walking their
dogs and that only city motorized vehicles are permitted on the trail, largely to cut the grass, etc.
I strongly oppose any permission to permit e-bikes to be used on CHV trails.   I do so for a variety of
reasons, including the belief that use of such vehicles will further diminish the rural and slower
paced life that attracts many of us to CHV. Moreover, I believe there is a safety reason for
precluding the use of e-bikes on the trails.   I walk our dog every day on the trail and he is prone to
approach bike riders as they pass. I restrain him on a leash to prevent what would otherwise result
in injuries for both the bike rider and the dog. Increasingly, however, folks wear ear buds and play
music while they walk or ride on the trails – which often results in being surprised by the approach
of bike riders. The increased speed that e-bikes can travel heightens my concern that tragic
accidents will occur if they are permitted on the trails.
Finally, I do not believe that limiting e-bikes to the quiet paved roads within CHV limits the
enjoyment of owning an e-bike. In contrast to the CHV trails – which are often ice/snow covered,

muddy, and unfortunately spotted with animal debris (horse, dog, etc.) – the paved roads of CHV
provide ample opportunity for residents and others to safely enjoy their riding activities.
Thank you in advance for considering my feelings with respect to allowing e-bikes on CHV trails. If
you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Best regards,
Joe Kovarik

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Pamela Broyles
Emily Black
FW: Ebikes
Monday, February 08, 2021 12:17:56 PM

-----Original Message----From: James Greenwell <james.greenwell@icloud.com>
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 12:17 PM
To: Pamela Broyles <pbroyles@cherryhillsvillage.com>
Subject: Ebikes
Greetings,
As a resident of CHV, I want to express my disagreement allowing the use of any motorized bikes on our trails.
It is already chaos with runners and bikers and dogs when congested and frequently near out of control situations.
People are not able to react in time as it is and a motorized bike is asking for significantly more accidents. I will
gladly speak up and invoke your name publicly when someone is seriously injured or even killed on our trails.
Motorized vehicles belong on the streets not the trails.
Jim Greenwell

Parks Trails Recreation Commission
February 11, 2021 hearing
Re: e-bikes
Dear Commissioners:
I live with my family at 3980 Nassau Circle West, in Cherry Hills Village.
During the pandemic I have walked almost daily along our trails with
my son in a stroller, two dogs (on leash) and a busy little 3 year old. I
love our trail system. Please do not permit e-bikes on our trails.
Increasing traffic with e-bikes that average higher speeds than
conventional bikes will make it more difficult to use the trail system
safely and make it much less enjoyable.
Lilly Christman

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Suzie Halle
Emily Black
Ebikes maybe now is not the time
Monday, February 08, 2021 12:47:35 PM
e-bike Feb 13th mtg.pdf

I agree with all Laura states in her letter.
Wanted to add my perspective as an equestrian, running, dog walking and mountain biking resident on
cherry hills highline / bridle trail for 25 years.
>
> My concern is primarily safety - slowing and yielding of traffic to horses. Do ebikes slow down like a reg bike?
With new inexperienced users? Around corners at speed they present bike / horse / leash blind spot perils. As well
as riding up fast behind a horse which nearly always causes a flight reaction. Horses like to see / hear whats coming
and with more traffic amongst an increasingly urban community (even more will be coming under Hampden),
knowing almost nothing about horses... seems very precarious scenarios will likely arise indeed. Perhaps lets let this
decision be tabled until increased traffic education takes place.
>
> Cherry hills could reintroduce mounted patrol. (Like when michelle and angel patrolled the highline and bridle
trails). They were wonderful educators / ambassadors to bridle and highline trails. Quincy farms would be the
perfect place to stable them. Plus it would preserve Kat’s original wishes and serve as a place to learn more about
horses and our rich heritage here with them.
My vote is to table ebikes for several years til we see the impact of the underpass, for the safety of all our two and
four leggeds as well as wheeled trail users.
Thanks for considering my thoughts.
>
> Suzie Hallé

On Feb 8, 2021, at 12:16 PM, Emily Black <eblack@cherryhillsvillage.com> wrote:
Hi Suzie,
Yes, I received your email. What can I help with?
Thanks,
Emily C Black
Parks & Recreation Coordinator
City of Cherry Hills Village
2450 East Quincy Avenue
Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113
Direct: (303) 783-2742
Fax: (303) 761-9386
eblack@cherryhillsvillage.com

-----Original Message----From: Suzie Halle <suzie.halle@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2021 11:54 AM
To: Emily Black <eblack@cherryhillsvillage.com>

Subject: Test
Is this coming through?

2/6/21
Parks and Trails Commission, Cherry Hills Village
I have lived at 10 Random Road for over twenty-one and a half years. A city trail borders the
entire more than 300 foot long western edge of my property. (In fact the trail is actually entirely
on my property for over half that distance.)
The trail borders my pond (see photo below) which is home to much wildlife and is already
disturbed by existing passers-by. My home faces west; the house and its primary patio are
oriented toward the city trail which is between me and mountain views.
The pond, western mountain views and bucolic nature of my property are the primary reasons I
purchased it. I purchased this property under the policy that no motorized traffic was permitted
on city trails. I consider that policy akin to a zoning restriction preventing an office building from
being built next door to me.
For the city to remove the prohibition of motorized traffic and allow e-bikes would constitute a
taking by the city with respect to my property. I strongly object and strenuously protest any such
change.
To allow any motorized traffic, including e-bikes, would dramatically and negatively affect my
ability to peacefully enjoy my property, including negatively affecting the tranquility of wildlife.
In addition, as a pedestrian who has enjoyed walking the city trails for over twenty-one years, I
also object to allowing e-bikes on trails because they would negatively affect the character of
the trail system.
Below please see a photo of the western side of my property where the trail abuts my pond. I
have drawn a yellow horizontal line over the length of the trail; the trail extends the full width of
the photo and further to the left and right out of view.
Jason Matherly

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Aaron Christman
Emily Black
Opposed to E-Bikes on the Highline and Bridal Trails
Monday, February 08, 2021 2:14:48 PM

Parks Trails Recreation Commission
February 11th public hearing regarding e-bikes
Dear Commissioners:
I oppose the use of e-bikes on our trails. Use of mechanized vehicles including e-bikes is inconsistent
with the semi-rural quality of our Village and endangers all other users of the trail system.
I grew up in Cherry Hills Village and returned to the Village to raise my family. My wife and I walk on
the trails with two dogs, a 3 year old and a baby. I frequently use the trails for running and am an
avid road cyclist to boot. I have three main issues with e-bikes on the trails which are detailed as
follows:
· Given that Type I and Type II e-bikes have a top speed of 20 mph, it is my belief that the
addition of e-bikes makes our trails less safe and less enjoyable for families of all types. E
bikers have a 3x incidence of collisions with pedestrians and the injuries caused are far
worse (trauma wise) than any other collisions that were studied. The lead author of this
study recommends introducing new urban design to accommodate e-bikes like dedicated
lanes, not opening up dirt walking trails to their use.
o Source: https://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/26/6/524
· Should the Village make it legal for ebikes of types I and II to be on the highline and other
natural trails, how will anyone enforce that type III, a bike which has a top speed of 30mph
are not being utilized. At a glance it will be impossible to tell and higher speed bikes will
continue to erode the safety of the trails for other users.   
· E bikes already have protected lanes on various roadways and have access to many
paved trails in the metropolitan Denver area. Therefore there is no need to allow them on
the dirt trails and the highline where they will endanger other users. There are few natural
trails that are as fun and safe for kids and families as we have in the Village and I hope we
can keep it that way.
In short, motorized bicycles, electronic or otherwise already have a place to commute on roadways
and bike lanes across this great state. If the argument is that using the highline makes the e-biker’s
commute safer, my argument would be at what cost and whose detriment? Their safe commute will
come at the detriment of non e-cyclists on the highline (kids, parents, seniors, dogs etc.). You
cannot have your cake and eat it too, if you want to ride a motorized bike please do so, but do so on
the roads where they are already designated for safe use and not on our dirt and natural trails.   
As an aside, I think motorized wheelchairs should be allowed on trails. I would guess that this is
already covered under the ADA; however, if it is not, the shared enjoyment for mobility disabilities
should be looked at.

Thank you for your service and commitment to our parks and trails.
Aaron Christman
3980 Nassau Circle W.
Cherry Hills Village

Welborn
4901 S. Fairfax St.
Cherry Hills Village CO 80121
303-884-8325
February 9, 2021
Emily Black, Coordinator
PTRC Commissioners
CHV Parks, Trails & Recreation Commission
Cherry Hills Village, Colorado
Re: Proposal to allow electric motorized bicycles on trails

Dear Ms. Black and PTRC Commissioners:
Thank you for your good work on behalf of our wonderful CHV trail system. We use and
enjoy one or more of the CHV trails almost every day.
Please consider the following reasons in opposition to the proposal to allow electric
motorized bicycles on CHV trails:
1. The proposal is not supported by the CHV Master Plan which calls for “varieties of
viable usage” of the trails, but does not include motorized vehicles of any kind in
the uses list. Further, the CHV Master Plan envisions a “semi-rural character” for
the Village. That character would be impacted adversely by opening trail usage to
electric motorized vehicles of any kind.
2. Bicycles, in the hands of some cyclists, are already a threat to other forms of trail
usage, especially on the Highline Canal Trail. Some resident horse owners no
longer use that trail for riding because of the speed and the threatening attitude of
many cyclists. Allowing electric motorized bicycles on the trails would compound
the problem. It would increase the number of vehicles on the trails further
jeopardizing the safety and enjoyment of horseback riders, walkers, hikers and
other non-vehicular users.
3. This is a slippery slope. The distinction between electric motorized bicycles and
other electric vehicles is a slim one, if it in fact exists. We already have electric
bicycles, motorcycles and golf carts (and ATV’s) using the trail system illegally.
Allowing electric motorized bicycles will further support those who believe the CHV
trails should be open to electric motorized vehicles generally.
4. We fear that this proposal if passed would ultimately lead to a significant change
in the character of the CHV trails system, and we have lived here long enough to
know the origins and history of that system. It began informally as a way to
accommodate horseback riding and hiking throughout the Village primarily for
enjoyment and recreation. Bicycle usage has increased with the advent of
mountain bikes. When the cyclists are respectful of other users, they add a
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

E
Emily Black
E-Bikes
Monday, February 08, 2021 4:48:45 PM

I am very strongly oppose allowing e-bikes on the Highline Trails!!!!!!!
It will make the busy Highline even more unsafe for the walkers, the elderly
and children than it already is!!!!
We live adjacent to the Highline Trail near where it crosses Colorado Blvd. It is used
more and becoming more congested year by year. We have been here since 1992. It was
designed for those on foot, walking or running, with children or dogs along. There are people
of many ages who use the Highline, including some of our older neighbors.

The most dangerous and inconsiderate people on the Highline are the
bicyclists.
Too many of them race along, speeding and weaving and expecting the pedestrians to
stay out of their way. I have been nearly run over by these bicyclists as they fly along the
trail, calling out to you that they are "on your left", with 2 seconds of warning to get out
of their way! My husband is functionally deaf and has almost been hit several times by
a bicyclist coming up rapidly from behind. And if you do not move fast enough, they are
happy to swear at you or berate you.
When we moved in, we were told that the pedestrians have the right of way and the bicyclists
were not to go fast on the Trail. However, nothing could be farther from the reality. When I
called to report one such incident and ask why there was not more policing of the trail and the
bicyclists, for the safety of myself, my husband, children and grandchildren, I was told the
Cherry Hills Police Dept does not do that. They do not give out any tickets to bicyclists who
break the law. Great!!!

I absolutely do not want to add motorized
vehicles to the Highline Trail. It is not wide
enough and it is the pedestrian who is
running for the ditch to avoid getting run
over.
Please keep the HIghline Trail safe for pedestrians, children and the elderly!!!!!!!!!
Betsy Holtgrewe
2 Foxhill Road, CHV

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Brian Curd
Emily Black
Ebikes
Monday, February 08, 2021 6:42:58 PM

Hi Emily
Sounds like Council considering safety of Ebikes on Cherry Hills trails.
My thoughts are primarily on their speed and who is controlling them. I do think it’s admirable that an older
segment can get out and enjoy how pretty our neighborhood trails are. Some even ‘ride’ their bikes with little power
assist and are getting a good workout.
Unfortunately too many are cruising at unsafe speeds, not exerting effort just ‘driving’ along. Bikes and pedestrians
can’t judge their speeds, they’re driving 20 mph or more often uphill. They don’t call their passes startling
pedestrians and bike riders alike. They also often pass very close as they weave through congested areas. Throw in
dogs on leashes and it a recipe for some legal wrangling.
It isn’t getting better over time. It’s become a trendy toy for a certain age group. There are going to be accidents and
residents are going to get hurt. With the weight of an Ebike it is probably the pedestrian or the bike rider (or pet) that
will be the worse for the crash.
I don’t believe the Village allows motorized vehicle, motorcycles or scooters on the trails? I don’t know how an
Ebike is different with their top speeds probably close to 30 mph
or so.
Thanks for your kind consideration.
Brian Curd
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

SHERRILL KOELBEL
Emily Black
E-Bike comment
Tuesday, February 09, 2021 9:47:09 AM

Emily Black,
My preference would be for e-bikers to remain on Highlline canal where they are allowed and for the most part,
Somewhat removed by the canal from the back yards of our homes.
I also strenuously believe that we should NOT be encouraging NON-villagers to enjoy OUR private trails. I know
there are a couple
Spots where we are DIRECTING users of the Highline to come to our trails. Our trails are very close to residences
and I am increasingly
Concerned about the drug users, thieves (cars, front porch packages, bikes,) being reported on Next Door from
Englewood DAILY.
Worried about the encroachment of the crime to our Village.
Thank you for posting my comments.
Sherri Koelbel

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Cindy Sullivan
Emily Black
e-Bikes on the Canal
Tuesday, February 09, 2021 10:54:52 AM

To whom it may concern:
It has come to my attention that the Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission is considering
allowing e-bikes on the Highline Canal. I admittedly disagree that this should be allowed. I
am a Colorado Native and have lived in Cherry Hills Village the majority of my life. I
currently reside in Greenwood Village on the Highline Canal. I attend Cherry Hills
Elementary school and my children (ages 10 and 7) now attend as well. My entire family has
used the Highline Canal for almost 40 years. I would absolutely hate to see this approved as it
opens the door for danger to our kids and goes against the long standing regulation that no
motorized vehicles are aloud on the Highline. E-Bikes should be considered as a danger to
the highline and its users due directly to the high speeds people can travel at (20-28mph)... we
don't even drive that fast on the streets in our neighborhoods... why allow in on our peaceful
walking path?
These bikes are considerably faster than normal bikes and are a danger to children, adults and
animals using the highline canal for walking, running and biking. Young children should be
the biggest factor as to why ebikes should not be aloud on the highline.  
Due to the pandemic and more people being outside, the canal has become a popular place, the
idea of adding e-bikes to the growing population of the Highline is outright dangerous.
Thank you for your consideration.
BestCindy Sullivan
920 E Sunset Court
Greenwood Village, CO 80121
303-818-1130

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ralph Pickett
Emily Black
Ebikes on trails
Tuesday, February 09, 2021 1:02:40 PM

Hi Emily - I live at 3 Carriage Brook Rd in CHV. I am concerned about a proposal to allow ebikes on the bridle
trails in the village. The trails are not steep and would invite people to race through faster than is safe. It is already
an issue with human powered bikes. Outside of ADA issues, there is no reason to allow e-bikes on the trails. It
would destroy the character and enjoyment of the trails.
Thanks!
Ralph Pickett

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Comcast imber
Emily Black
E bikes
Tuesday, February 09, 2021 1:30:57 PM

We are adamantly opposed to allowing E bikes on our trails because: additional
noise, safety concerns involving walkers, dogs, bicycles and particularly the youngest and oldest persons using the
trails, increased traffic and turning a country path or trail into a road. We see nothing positive resulting from
allowing motorized vehicles on Cherry Hills trails and in fact, consider it to be counter productive in terms of how
and why we residents value living here in a uniquely bucolic setting.
Helen and Rich Imber
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

john love
Emily Black
ebike proposal
Tuesday, February 09, 2021 3:26:22 PM

Emily,
This is to register my strong disapproval of the ebike proposal. Why would we purposely allow
disruptions to the peace of the Village? I spend 8 years on City Council trying to maintain the
somewhat pastoral nature of our special village and the picture of ebikers zooming past, avoiding
hikers does not fit the picture. And, make no mistake, the use of ebikes would not be for slow,
leisurely rides.
Thank you for sharing my comments,
John Love
Sent from Mail for Windows 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mark Griffin
Emily Black
Motorized Vehicles on CHV trails and the Highline Canal
Tuesday, February 09, 2021 4:57:17 PM

Chairman Stephanie Dahl
Absolutely not!
The trails and the Highline Canal in Cherry Hills Village are sacred avenues that were designed to allow equestrians
and pedestrians a quiet, safe environment to enjoy the peaceful tranquility that is Cherry Hills Village.
We have prohibited motorized vehicles in our village for many years and now we are threatened by those that seek
to impose their will on what we hold dear.
To allow motorized bikes into our village is unacceptable and only would encourage more encroachment.
I have seen e-bikes on the trail behind my house now for months and I want it stopped.
On several occasions, I have seen e-bikes, with gasoline powered dirt bikes mixed in, traversing the equestrian trail.
At one point I encountered a fancy golf cart, driven by a resident, who was on his way to Glenmoor Country Club!
Where does it stop? Soon we will have golf carts, dirt bikes, etc. on our trails.
No.
We take a hard line now…..no motorized vehicles, period.
Enforcement can be dealt with if we deem it a priority.
We need to do the right thing now, before it gets out of control.
All the best,
Mark L. Griffin
3236 Cherryridge Road
Cherry Hills Village , Colorado
80113-6010
Phone 303-324-0965

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thomas Matherly
Emily Black
E Bikes
Tuesday, February 09, 2021 6:53:20 PM

Dear Parks and Tails Commissioners:
Please do not allow e-bikes on the Cherry Hills Village trail system. I believe the trails should remain free of all
motorized traffic of any kind whether powered by electric motors or internal combustion engines. They disrupt the
essence of the nature trail and what it stands for: a place for calm walks and rides through nature. E-bikes speeding
by destroys thats.
Sincerely,
Thomas Matherly
10 Random Road
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Brian Fuller
Emily Black
E-Bikes on CHV trails
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 7:57:23 AM

Hello Emily and the rest of the PTR Commission,
I brief, my experience and therefore my opinion is that it would be a significant mistake to
allow E-Bikes on CHV trails. As a near-daily user of the trail system as a runner I see that we
already have a significant problem with cyclists exceeding the 15 MPH limit along with a
general 80% failure rate to warn pedestrians as they pass. The 80% figure is a compilation of
my own statistics. I have seen numerous E-Bikes on the Highline Canal Trail in the past 6
months and the riders uniformly travel too fast, often with limited regard for other trail users.
With the Hampden underpass near completion it is possible that the Highline would become a
commuter lane for E-Bikes if the trail is opened to them. That would be bad news.
Best regards and thank you for considering this important issue.
Brian Fuller
cell phone 720-335-0881

Denise M. O’Leary and Kent J. Thiry
2 Cantitoe Lane
Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113
denise@dmoleary.com
650-430-5156 (mobile)
February 10, 2021
Cherry Hills Village Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission
Stephanie Dahl, Chair
Fred Wolfe, Vice Chair
Robert Ebert
Kate Murphy
Aron Grodinsky
Tory Leviton
Chelsea Scott
Sent via email to Emily Black, CHV Parks, Trails and Recreation Coordinator:
eblack@cherryhillsvillage.com
Dear Chair, Vice Chair and Members of the Cherry Hills Village Parks, Trails and Recreation
Commission:
Thank you for providing members of the community the ability to comment on the proposed
amendment to the CHV municipal code that would remove the prohibition of motorized
vehicles on the Village trails, including the High Line Canal Trail. I write to express my serious
concerns about this proposal, especially as it relates to the allowance of E-bikes on our CHV
trails.
Our property borders the High Line, and we are frequent users of the CHV trail system. These
are wonderful community assets, shared by people of all ages and physical abilities: runners,
walkers, people with dogs, people on horses, and bike riders as well. There are people in
wheelchairs and using walkers and canes, people with impaired vision and hearing, and families
with young children learning to ride bikes. As you probably already know, the development of
Belleview Station has increased traffic on the trails in our area. It has been particularly
gratifying during the past year, with COVID restrictions in place, to see so many people use this
beautiful, accessible and peaceful trail system.
Allowing E-bikes seems very risky to me, as increased speed is not helpful to anyone else on the
trail. The terrain is largely flat, so having additional biking power only serves to allow people to
travel faster. That seems to be a very bad idea: horses, dogs, young children and the elderly can
all be surprised by the approach of a fast-moving bike, and it doesn’t take much to imagine
some truly horrific consequences. And while proponents of this amendment would likely say

that this risk could be mitigated by enforcing speed restrictions, I think we all could agree that
this would be extremely difficult to enforce: E-bikes have no identification, there are no
cameras in place, and I seriously doubt that having law enforcement try to manage this would
be seen as a good expenditure of Town resources. I have been on the trails when E-bikes have
sped past, even though they are not technically allowed now – it is a startling experience. This
change would not only disadvantage so many of our existing trail users, but would actually
create more dangerous conditions for those who are most vulnerable, and only for the benefit
of one cohort. That does not seem to be in the spirit of our community, nor in our best interests
as a whole.
Thank you for your consideration of these concerns, and we look forward to hearing the
discussion this week.
With best regards,
Denise O’Leary and Kent Thiry

Batch 4

Comments about E-Bikes for the Parks, Trails,
and Recreation Commission
Received between 12:00pm on Wed., Feb.
10th and 12:00pm on Thurs., Feb. 11th, 2021

1

MY EXPERIENCE WITH THE E-BIKE SAGA IN CHERRY HILLS.
Feb 10, 2021
 To those reading or listening to this saga: Please bear in mind that
it's my timeline, my personal experiences, my feelings and my
opinions. I knew nothing of the machinations this subject has
endured for many years until it burst into the public sphere a few
months ago. Over those years there were no signs, no explanatory
documents and no enforcement. So we just kept riding…anywhere
and everywhere.
• My name is Dale Boller. My wife Susan and I moved here 24 years
ago with our two kids and spent 13 years on Gaylord St. in Farm
West. Eleven years ago we downsized to Cherry St. in Mansfield
Heights. Both kids graduated from Kent Denver School. It only took a
few months here to appreciate Village leaders who were providing
residents with a beautiful, safe and fun place to thrive.
• I arrived in Colorado from Southern California with a bicycle habit
and continued it here where I rode Pedal-bikes on every road and
trail in town unquestioned for thousands of miles on unparalleld
terrain amidst powerful scenery. We always shared the dirt with other
people enjoying jogs, dogs, walks and horses. What a setting, what
freedom. Any city in the country would love a High Line Canal and
the trails it sprouts.
• Use of this treasure first came into question for me on July 9, 2020
when Emily Black of the Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission
invited me to speak before a group of Board Members and
Administrators about E-bikes. At the time, I was researching and
test-riding while healing from a hip replacement. I'm 76 years old and
my muscles needed a motor assist to help pedal up our many local
hills with significantly less pain. Thus I could get the daily exercise
every doctor endorses and, in my case, orders. As I spoke on July
9th, I was surprised that the group had so many negative
observations. Seems they felt being motorized and thus faster made
them a danger to overall safety. I interpreted that as an anti-E-Bike.

• Turns out I was correct because on the front page of the November
2020 Village Crier under the headline "TRAIL RULES and
REGULATIONS," I saw, for the first time anywhere, an official
definition of the word "Trail." It means all dirt trails including The High
Line Canal! This bolt from the blue continued: "It is unlawful to drive
any motor vehicle in any park or on any trail within the City." Egad,
that's where I ride. That's what I love. That's my life! Goodbye E-bike,
goodbye exercise, goodbye to my respect for the City which has
such treasures and are now denying them, with no warning or stated
reasons, to it's most avid users. I feel ignored and betrayed. I feel
discriminated against because of the bicycle I ride. I'm very happy,
however, that today's meeting is taking another look at the subject.
• I began thinking about those REASONS that weren't stated. In so
doing I've ended up with my stance for today. Here it is.
• When reviewing and studying bicycle behavior, remember it's always
the rider, not the bicycle. The human, not the machine. When did you
last see a bicycle stop at a stop sign? Do bicycles exceed 15 mph on
The High Line? Do bikes weave between families with little kids and
strollers? Do two-wheelers pass each other without warning…like a
bell or a strong voice saying "on your left?" Unfortunately all these
violations are rampant and unenforceable. Ain't nothing to do with
the make, model or power mode of the machine. They're all a result
of the rider's ignorance or selfishness.
• There will be reckless, unsafe, against-the-rules riding on Pedalbikes as well as E-bikes. Yet the restriction applies only to one.
• Which discriminates against all the riders of that one bicycle.
Including the hundreds of E-bike owners who obey the rules and ride
safely. Is it fair, or right, that suddenly, through no fault of their own,
they lose their privileges while Pedal-bikers continue to enjoy the fun,
exercise and camaraderie with friends found on Cherry Hills trails?

• Why would E-bike owners be more likely to obey laws and ride more
safely. Well I paid $4,850 for a loaded Specialized Vado. And if I
crash I'll pay plenty more for parts and labor. A new battery alone
costs 1,200 smackaroos. Not to mention thousands in medical bills
for a broken leg. And months of healing. Plus physical pain all along
the way. Older E-bike riders know the OUCH consequences and
dollar-cost of foolishness. So they're more likely to stay careful and
ride again tomorrow.
• I say PRIVLEGES because riding on The Canal and trails is a
privilege…after all, there is no law that says you can. But there is
one that says you can't.
• Why would my E-bike prevent camaraderie with friends? Here's how:
My phone rings: "Hey Dale, we're riding to Roxborough tomorrow,
big barbecue dinner under the flatirons. Meet us at the usual spot in
Three Pond Park, 7 a.m." After a long pause of tasting baby-back
ribs, I say "Sorry, I can't go. My bike's illegal."
• To those who will make the final decision on allowing or not allowing
E-bikes to be treated equally with Pedal-bikes: Deloitte predicts a
sales surge of 130 million from 2020 to 2023. Of course Colorado will
participate and welcoming these riders with equal treatment, good
signage, organized events and possibly even live seminars will be
huge projects that could benefit by being started now.
• I like analogies, so I got to thinking about fast cars and motorcycles.
A Ferrari, Corvette and Kawasaki Ninja can all kiss 160 mph. Such a
speed is of course inherently dangerous, but these rockets aren't
singled out for performance and denied access to highways open to
other vehicles because of it. But it seems to me that's what we're
doing.
• Thanks to the audience for reading and listening. And thank you
Emily Black for the invitation. Let's all keep the rubber side down.
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(Staff note: received in mailbox on Feb. 10, 2021)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lin Merage
Emily Black
E-bikes on trails-Opposed
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 2:17:28 PM

Hello Emily:
I just spoke to Pamela who brought me up to date as best as she can. Quite a topic!
I’ve been a resident of CHV since 1995, and have seen it change from a quit and safe
neighborhood to one that requires caution. I have more than one property in CHV. At least
one of the mail boxes has been compromised three times. My mailbox was one of tens of
mailboxes compromised each time. Our safety has decreased substantially.
I have bridal paths that go immediately around, or are adjacent, or one lot next to my
properties. I watch riders, bikers, walkers and runners. E-bikes not only will interfere with
our privacy and quiet enjoyment of our homes and our city, but they will create a new security
issue that is of great concern.
I can see incidents with e-bikers and horses. E-bikes in the city of CHV would create great
new concerns including new tax dollars spent to manage.
Looking ahead, I wonder if it would create new law suits when there is an incident. Will the
city be responsible, will the property owner who owns the dirt under the surface, will the High
Line Canal Conservancy settle to matter and be liable? What about the E-bike company?
Will the city have to buy e-bikes to monitor all trails?
As residences, in order to ensure our privacy and security, will we have to abandon our open
space and build 6’ or taller fences and install security cameras every few feet? We would have
to install lights and motion sensors. Permits will have to be allowed and night skies will be no
longer viable.
E-bikes take away from the true nature of creating paths for good health and exercise through
natural terrains.
E-bikes can be allowed by a special path adjacent to highways but not our homes.
I can list many more issues of concern. I am opposed to allowing e-bikes through CHV at any
time now or in the future.
Emily, thank you very much for reviewing this email and taking it into consideration. Please
let me know if you need any additional information.
The Very Best regards,

Lin Merage
SSRE, Inc
Symphony Sustainable Real Estate
Centennial, CO 80111

February 10, 2021

Dear Chair Dahl and Members of the Cherry Hills Village Parks, Trails and
Recreation Commission:

Thank you so much for the opportunity to weigh in on your decision whether or not
to allow motorized vehicles on Cherry Hills Village trails, E-Bicycles, in particular.

I am not in favor of allowing e-bikes on CHV’s unpaved trails. I believe the Village’s
trails afford Village citizens a special and unique experience that could be lost by
opening them up to motorized vehicles of any kind.
This is what I see as problematic:

(1) trail conditions
The trails are currently fairly rutted in a number of places. Adding
e-bikes to the trails will make this worse. (Ruts also makes for tricky
bicycle steering.)
(2) safety
Most traffic planners will point out that when there is a large disparity
between the speeds of the users of a roadway, path, etc., ( in this case
between e-bikes and walkers, joggers, regular bicycles and horses) safety is
sacrificed, and accidents increase. A vehicle going several times faster than a
walker may not have time to course correct for an approaching horse or
pedestrian (especially if the trail has deep ruts or is a narrower 8-9-foot trail
or if the pedestrian has a dog on a leash.)
(3) the trail experience
My last reason is one that is much less tangible than the first two, and this
is what I call the “quiet, contemplative trail experience.” Many of us derive—
and seek out--an experience that is the opposite of the hectic, computerized,
virtual, multitasking, high traffic lives we otherwise contend with. It would
be a shame to jeopardize this treasured experience by allowing e-bikes on
the CHV trails.

I don’t think these same issues apply to the paved trails in the Village such as the
ones along S. Holly Street and East Quincy Avenue.
Thank you again for seeking citizen input as you work through this decision.
Cordially,

Klasina VanderWerf
5250 E. Chenango Ave.
Cherry Hills Village, CO 80121

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

JEFFREY HOLTGREWE
Emily Black
No E-Bikes or motorized vehicles
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 3:11:06 PM

Please do not allow e-bikes or any motorized vehicles on the trails.
I am functionally deaf, yet, as a resident of Cherry Hills I do like to walk on the trails in
the village. I do not usually walk alone, because of the danger to me from the bikes
that are racing along on the Highline Trail. I can not hear a voice calling out to me
from behind. I also see many older citizens who are out enjoying walks and
exercising.
The bicyclists want to maintain their speed and are quite annoyed if they are not
promptly obeyed and allowed access to speed past you. I am not talking about
families out on bikes together, I am talking about the bicyclists who ride through the
village to work or for exercise and training.
To put motorized vehicles and e-bikes on the trails would take the trails away
from the pedestrians and the horse back riders, the strollers and the children
on foot! Please do not allow E-bikes. and ANY motorized vehicles on
the Highline and other trails in the city!
Jeff Holtgrewe
2 Foxhill Road

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Robin Boren
Emily Black
E-BIKES: VETO!!
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 3:45:00 PM

Hi Emily,
No, NO,

NO!!

In my nearly 30 years of living in Cherry Hills Village, I have NEVER written a letter voicing
my opinion.
I am one of the lucky ones whose windows face the High Line Canal.
Throughout the day, I watch walkers, runners, bikers, horseback riders, dogs, kids, and
citizens of every age enjoy our beautiful trails.
Please, PLEASE, PLEASE do not even consider allowing e-bikes on our trails.
In fact, I would highly recommend that you post more signs describing their prohibition.
I typically walk 10-15 miles weekly on the High Line and have personally witnessed e-bikes
illegally “cycle” on the Canal at high speeds. Kids running freely are surprised, walkers with
ear buds never hear them coming, and dogs bark and are often scared. Someone will get hurt!
But, my gravest concern will soon be realized. Once the path is open across Hampden Ave and
Colorado Blvd, I assume that our daily traffic will double.
Not only will recreation users be on the trails, but it is also possible that folks will start
commuting to work, especially if e-bikes are allowed.
So, my vote is a resounding NO and I am pleading for additional signs dissuading e-bikers
from our peaceful and much beloved trail system.
Sincerely,
Robin Boren

Robin Boren, PhD
The College Doctor LLC

4060 South Bellaire Street
Englewood, CO 80113
office: 303.761.6666
cell: 303.548.7777

(staff note: Received by email at 4:12pm Feb. 10th)

CHV Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission CC: CHV

9 February 2021

Village Council

Dear PTRC Members,
As a Cherry Hills Village resident and frequent user of CHV Trails, I would first like to
thank all of you for your hard work and dedication in helping preserve the Parks and Trails of
the Village.
I am writing today to express my STRONG DISAGREEMENT with the idea of allowing
motorized eBikes on CHV Trails, particularly the Highline Canal. For the last twenty years I have
probably used CHV trails at least ten+ times a week on average. I walk, run, bike, and ride my
horse on the highline Canal and bike paths frequently. My concerns fall into three categories as
outlined below.
1) Safety and Crowding
As most frequent users of CHV trails can attest, there is already a significant
safety issue resulting from over crowding and the mix of bikers with other trail users
including walkers, runners, families with small children and strollers, and equestrians.
These will be significantly exasperated by allowing eBikes on the trails.
Regular bikes already travel much faster than other users. However, on a regular
bike traveling 20 to 30 mph, the rider is actively engaged and generally aware of the
speed they are traveling. This is not true of common eBikes which require minimal
effort, and attention, to reach speeds up to 28 mph. Furthermore, there are eBikes
currently available which have maximum speeds of 40 mph, and new ones coming out
capable of 50 mph. This exceeds the speed limit on every CHV road! To mix motorized
vehicles capable of these speeds with pedestrian and equestrian traffic is obviously
extremely dangerous.
There has been discussion of posting maximum speed limit signs to curtail the
speeds of all bikes, but how will this be enforced and by who? Uniformed police officers
giving out citations? Or just concerned citizens, which creates the potential for ugly,
and possibly violent, confrontations? This is already an existing problem. To add to it
by allowing motorized vehicles on the trails would be, in a word, just plain dumb. It
would also abdicate Cherry Hills Village’s responsibility to help maintain a safe
environment for pedestrians and equestrians on its trails.
The Highline Canal in particular has become much more crowded during the
Pandemic. This is going to become even more true when the underpass at Colorado and
Hampden is complete, opening a straight connection with Denver’s Canal traffic. This in
turn will increase the amount of commuter traffic to the DTC and points south. To allow

motorized commuter vehicles capable of high speeds on the Canal would essentially
turn it into a commuter highway for several hours each day making it unsafe for
recreational use.
2) A Slippery Slope.
If the Village allows eBikes on the trails, then why not electric skateboards? If
electric skateboards are okay, why not electric scooters? Or electric mopeds? Where
do we draw the line? If we do draw it at eBikes alone, how long is it before someone
sues the city over the arbitrary discrimination against other types of electric vehicles?
All of these vehicles are capable of high rates of speed which are not capable with
pedestrian traffic. As we all know, once the first step is taken down a slippery slope like
this, it will be almost impossible to go back. It would be much better, and less
contentious, to just maintain the current restriction on all electric vehicles.
3) Preservation of the semi-rural nature of the Village as per our Master Plan.
All the Village trails are an incredibly valuable asset which cannot be replaced
and must be protected. They are extensively used by Village residents and surrounding
communities for recreation, exercise, relaxation and re-connecting with nature. The
gravel surfaced Highline Canal in particular is emblematic of the semi-rural nature of the
Village described in our Master Plan. To open them up to high speed electric, commuter
vehicles would be incredibly destructive to one of the things which make Cherry Hills
Village so unique and such a wonderful place to live.
To see the potential consequences of this, one only has to look at what has
happened to the Cherry Creek Trail in Denver. As traffic increases, the Canal will need
to be paved with a hard surface, such as concrete. As speeds, and resulting accidents,
increase it will need a dividing line for two way traffic, or perhaps bikes vs pedestrians.
When this fails to prevent serious accidents from happening, CHV will have no choice
but to post speed limits and patrol the paths with uniformed police officers issuing
citations. All of these things have come to pass along the Cherry Creek Trail. Is this
what any of us want for our beautiful Village trails? I certainly don’t!

In closing, for all the reasons outlined above, I strongly urge you to vote AGAINST
allowing eBikes on all Cherry Hills Village trails, but in particular the Highline Canal.

Martin Greer
4213 S Colorado Blvd
Cherry Hills Village, CO

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stacy
Emily Black
Allow e bikes!
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 4:55:47 PM

I love my ebike! I have had hip problems and my e bike allows me to enjoying bike riding. It
makes no noise. As long as I follow the rules that apply to all other bike riders on the trail,
why would you not allow me? These bikes aren’t motorcycles. They are bicycles that provide
some assistance in pedaling to the rider. Colorado Parks and Wildlife allows them on trails.
Why not the Highline Canal?
Stacy Saurey
Sent from XFINITY Connect Mobile App

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mike
Emily Black
E-bikes
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 7:01:00 PM

Emily,
Thanks for the opportunity to address the E-Bike phenom...I’m a thirty year resident of Cherry Hills and a Colorado
native... I’m very aware of the trail situation ...a long time runner and road biker and now a dog walker, I’ve
observed the increase in the E-bikers...I’m happy that those I see are enjoying the outdoors and commend their
activity...I see a potential problem with the bikes however...they are heavy and are electrically supported...not unlike
an electric wheelchair in that respect...a power failure. Given that those who choose an E-bike are using the vehicle
may or may not be in physical condition to ride a regular bike what is your solution to a breakdown of the electric
bike and the improbable or probable unfortunate consequences of such a rider pushing the disabled vehicle?...or
simply walking away or worse? ....I vote no on E-bikes in the CHV environs.. Thanks
Mike Huseby
8 South Lane
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lynda McNeive
Emily Black
E-Bikes on CHV Trails
Thursday, February 11, 2021 1:58:11 AM

To the members of Cherry Hills Village PTRC:
Dear PTRC Members,
Thank you for your time serving the people of Cherry Hills on this commission and for
seeking our opinions about changing the city code that prohibits E-bikes and other motorized
vehicles on city trails.
My family moved to the Old Cherry Hills neighborhood in 1989, and we have enjoyed the
trails and parks and the High Line Canal Trail for over 30 years, on foot and on bicycles. I
have also been involved with the High Line Canal Conservancy since before it had a name,
attending public meetings at Kent school and Goodson Center and in private homes.
These trails constitute the primary amenity the Village provides for our own residents and are
also highly valued by our friends and neighbors who live in nearby communities. Preserving
and protecting them must be the Number One responsibility of your commission.
E-bikes are not acceptable on our trails because of (1) their potential speed, currently up to 30
mph, which exceeds the speed limit on many of our city streets; (2) additional damage they
would cause to trail surfaces and adjacent land, resulting in higher cost to city taxpayers and
environmental degradation; (3) harm to wildlife; (4) incompatibility with other uses of the
trails; and (5) opening of the trails to other motorized conveyances.
I think you are hearing from others on many of the above points, so I will not belabor them.
But, personally, in my recent walks on the trails—longer and more frequent since COVID—
I often encounter family groups of 5 or more, including young children on bikes, parents
pushing strollers, dogs on leash, etc. Two or three folks on bicycles can easily maneuver
around such pedestrian groups or the occasional equestrian on the trail, but I believe adding ebikes, electric scooters, electric skates boards and the like to the mix would intimidate and
discomfit such strolling families as well as single runners and walkers and make collisions and
near collisions inevitable.
Please do not lift the current prohibition against motorized vehicles on our precious trails.
Thank you.
Lynda McNeive, 1100 East Stanford Avenue.
Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kat Palinckx
Emily Black
Opposition to e-bikes on CHV trails
Thursday, February 11, 2021 7:42:12 AM

Good Morning Emily,
We are strongly opposed to allowing ebikes or any motorized vehicles on CHV trails.  
Thank you,
Greg & Kat Palinckx
3110 Cherryridge Road
Kat Palinckx
303.949.4669

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

David Schmidt
Emily Black
E-bikes in CHV
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:24:19 AM

Good morning Emily,
This is Dave Schmidt (CHVAC) responding to the article in the Village Crier about the use of e-bikes in
CHV.
I am an avid cyclist and ride thousands of miles each year, almost all of my rides start and end at my
home in the Village.
On a recent long ride and after reading the Crier article, I decided to count the number of e-bikes I
met or passed on my ride.
I counted 13 e-bikes out of the couple of hundred cyclists along Big Dry Creek, Mary Carter
Greenway, Platte River and
Cherry Creek trails. ALL of the e-bike riders were older adults and none of them were traveling over
the posted speed limit.
When e-bikes first arrived on the scene a few years ago, I was opposed to them thinking they would
be ridden primarily by
younger riders exceeding the speed limit and riding carelessly. As I mentioned above, that turns out
not to be the case.
Many, many rides and many, many miles later I have changed my opinion. I see, almost always, older
adults riding e-bikes
that otherwise would not be out on a traditional peddle bike. The e-bikes have allowed them to get
outdoors,
get in a bit of exercise and experience our amazing trails in the metro area and nearby foothills.
Therefore, I would be
in favor of allowing e-bikes on the CHV trails.
Thanks for taking your time to read this long email. I hope you found it informative and helpful.
I look forward to our John Mead Park trail walk on the 22nd.
Best Regards,
Dave

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Katie DeLine
Emily Black
EBikes
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:58:27 AM

DeLine family Votes NO EBikes on Highline Trail!!
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

hjt3ors
Emily Black
Changes to PTRC motorized vehicle restrictions
Thursday, February 11, 2021 9:18:09 AM

Emily.,
Please convey this email to the PTRC for their meeting this evening.
I am opposed to changes to the municipal code regarding the use of motorized vehicles on
trails in CHV. My reasons for opposition are these:
Safety. E bikes reach speeds of at least 20 mph. Some perhaps more. Certainly the typical
dirtbike reaches far greater speeds. I believe this poses a potential hazard to other trail users.
Especially in the case of E bikes, there is no noise to alert trail users of a vehicle approaching
from the rear.
Trail maintenance. Or trail system already receives heavy use. Last Fall a trail close to our
house that I use daily Head new dirt and grass seed applied in attempts to refurbish it. We will
see how that works this spring. When it is wet and sloppy, pedestrians will frequently avoid
most trails. However, The operators of motorized vehicles May not feel so inclined. There is
no question that spinning or sliding tires on mud will greatly deteriorate the paths.
And when word gets out that there is an off road experience close to the city, motorized traffic
would increase significantly.
Aesthetics. Unquestionably, a main attribute and attraction of CHV is it’s bucolic setting.
Certainly the sound of gasoline motors , even in the distance, would be an unwelcomed
disturbance.
Thank you,
Tom Thomas
5250 E. Chenango Ave.
Sent from the all new Aol app for iOS

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

JANE SODERBERG
Emily Black
E-bikes
Thursday, February 11, 2021 9:30:35 AM

Hi Emily:
I have had experience with e-bikes on Nantucket in the summer and in Italy on a bike
trip. They are meant to be used to assist and go faster when you want to gain
distance quickly or keep up on strenuous terrain. I think the speed limit would have to
be controlled. You can use them without using any assist. You can use them with
different levels of speed. I would think only low speed would be safe and necessary
on Cherry Hills Village trails. I have had a high powered E -bike pass me on my bike
and it is startling at how fast they are going and how unsafe it is for regular bikers,
walkers and runners.
You could also ban them outright and keep it old school and I think much safer. I
don't think there is very much strenuous terrain on the Highline or need to go
extremely fast, especially when that would imperil regular bikers, walkers and
runners. It IS a powered vehicle and may be better suited to ride on the street.
Thank you.
Jane Soderberg
3 Sunset Drive
Cherry Hills Village

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

David Windfeldt
Emily Black
ebikes
Thursday, February 11, 2021 9:53:37 AM

Hi Emily -- I would like to keep our trails motor-free. No ebikes, please.
Thank you,
David Windfeldt
7 E Belleview Pl

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

wfishy@aol.com
Emily Black
ebikes
Thursday, February 11, 2021 10:21:47 AM

We are long time residents of Cherry Hills Village, and our house backs directly on the canal, and we
walk and run on the canal probably as much as any other couple living in the Village.
Being on the canal is a great place to just walk and relax and enjoy nature.
We are adamantly opposed to permitting ebikes on the canal.
Ebikes would change the character of the canal from a wonderful place to walk and run into a
speedway. They would seriously interfere with the enjoyment the vast majority of residents feel
when they are on the canal.
So please do not permit them.
Thanks.
Bill and Roberta Fishman
4205 South Dahlia

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tiffany Brinton
Emily Black
Ebikes
Thursday, February 11, 2021 10:23:42 AM

I was born and raised in Cherry Hills and feel honored to be raising my kids here now as well. We spend our days
and weekends on the trails and absolutely love it. I am also an avid horse rider and thoroughly enjoy riding on and
around the Highline Canal. We love sharing the space with walkers, joggers, bikers, strollers, etc. and for the most
part everyone is happy and safe. With that said, some bikers already have a tendency to ignore the proper yielding
and zoom past fellow trail users. Adding E bikes would only make that worse, not to mention open up the door to
many other electric modes of transpiration on the trails. I strongly urge no e bikes be allowed on the trails.
Thank you,
Tiffany Brinton
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Miriah T
Emily Black
Ebikes
Thursday, February 11, 2021 10:46:13 AM

Motorized vehicles are not allowed on the trails, other than maintenance and ADA vehicles,
and this should absolutely include motorized E-Bikes. There is no justification for giving
these motorized bikes an exemption.  
Sincerely,
Miriah Teeter, MD
Cherry Hills Village

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Michelle Dorman
Emily Black
e-bikes on our trails Thursday, February 11, 2021 11:35:46 AM

Attention Cherry Hills Village Park and Trails Committee:
I have witnessed more trash, more dog poop, more careening bicyclists, more walkers of all kinds on our trails ever
since the “welcome to our Village Trails” signs went up on the Highline Canal.
Those signs direct folks from the Highline Canal to our Village Trails.       You, as a committee are tasked with
preserving our trails and our safety. BECAUSE of those signs on the Highline Canal directing to our Village Trails,
you have failed in your duty to preserve our trails.    You have made homes adjacent to the Village Trails less safe.
As a walker, I was almost hit by a bicyclist coming from the Highline onto the Village Trail.       I am stunned and
horrified to think that this committee would even consider allowing electric bikes on our Village Trails.   
Our Village Trails are special.    They are part of the bucolic peaceful community in which we live.    It would be a
significant mistake to begin allowing electric anything on the trails.  
Respectfully,
Michelle Dorman

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Alex Brown
Emily Black
Electric Bikes on Trails
Thursday, February 11, 2021 11:38:56 AM

EmilyPlease share this communication with the Commission for the meeting tonight.
Dear PTRC Members
I understand the Commission has been asked by City Council to consider approval for electric
powered bikes on City trails. During my 30 years of residency in the Village I have both walked and
biked on many trails throughout the Village. I write to oppose authorizing e bikes on any trails within
the City.
The appeal of e bikes is clear- you can go quite fast with minimal effort. They can be a useful option
for many commuting to work or even short shopping trips. However, the nature of e bikes is not
compatible with trails in the Village. The Master Plan contemplates a community that is more
pastoral than urban. Turning the Highline Canal Trail into a fast commuter corridor simply doesn’t fit
with the overall Master Plan concept.
Our trails tend to fall into three categories- the Highline, on-street trails and single track or
equestrian trails. First, why would you want to mix a 25 of 30 MPH e bike on an on-street trail like
Mansfield. It is used by many pedestrians, dog walkers and regular bikes. Some parents use strollers
in the on-street trail. Mixing in high speed e bikes is asking for conflict and trouble. My experience is
that the Highline Trail carries up to 70% of all trail traffic in the Village. Again, mixing in a high speed
bike with the existing volume of use is unwise. The single track trails are where I often encounter
equestrians. Why would you want a high speed bike conflicting with equestrians. It just doesn’t
make sense.
These problems are compounded by the fact that the Police Department has concluded they cannot
patrol trails. I’ve long felt that one of the prettiest sights in the Village is a pair of blue and red lights
flashing on Quincy. Once word gets out there’s no limit on trails, e bikes will know they have license
to go as fast as they want. After all, who’s going to stop them.
The idea of e bikes on our trails is not an idea whose time has arrived. If anything, you should be
posting bigger signs making clear that e bikes are prohibited.
Thank you for considering these comments.
Alex Brown
4285 S. Forest Ct.

Michael & Heidi Hammell
21 Cherry Lane Drive
Cherry Hills Village, Colorado 80113
February 11, 2021
Parks and Trails Commission
City of Cherry Hills Village
Thank you for allowing us to submit this letter in OPPOSITION to a proposed plan to allow the
use of e-bikes on our Village trail system.
To elaborate on our concerns, we offer the following, which is based on our 20+ year Village
residency, prior service as a member of the Parks and Trails Commission and (pre-COVID) usage
of the both the Village trail system and Highline Canal 3+ times per week year-round walking our
dog, horseback riding, running or cycling:
The use of e-bikes will create safety concerns for each class of trail visitor, pedestrian,
traditional bicycle and equestrian.
Unlike traditional “human-powered” bicycles, e-bikes are propelled, whole or in part, by an
electric motor. The industry, Federal, State (including Colorado) and local government have
established classes to distinguish the power levels of the different models of e-bikes. Class I ebikes (sometimes called “pedal assist”) use a motor to match ordinary pedaling, powering the bikes
up to speeds of 20 mph. Class II e-bikes are more similar to traditional motorcycles and can be
propelled with the use of a hand throttle (and without pedaling). Class III e-bikes are similar to the
Class I pedal assist models but with motors that enable riders to travel much faster and farther,
hitting speeds approximating 28 mph (unassisted) on level ground, with the ability for higher
speeds depending on pedal assist and slope.
In a report published in the Journal of Injury Prevention, researchers identified that e-bike-related
injuries were more than three times more likely to involve a collision with a pedestrian than either
pedal bicycles or powered scooters. Citation: DiMaggio CJ, Bukur M, Wall SP, et al Injuries
associated with electric-powered bikes and scooters: analysis of US consumer product data Injury
Prevention 2020;26:524-528. https://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/26/6/524.full
There are many locations on the Highline canal and our City trail system with both limited site
distance and which offer limited ability for all forms of pedestrians (including those with
disabilities, baby strollers, toddlers, young children, the elderly, those walking in groups and/or
those walking with a leashed dog(s)) and slower moving bicycles and equestrians to safely exit the
trail or move sufficiently aside. Further, many of our Village trails are far narrower and some
even single track. Conflicts (with the possibility of resultant injury) with these higher speed ebikes will be inevitable. We have the opportunity to address this before injury occurs.
The opening of the Hampden underpass will undoubtedly result in an increase in multi-use
traffic on both the Highline Canal and the Village trail system. This increase should be

carefully evaluated from both safety and a maintenance perspectives before opening the trails to
an additional mode of motorized transportation. An e-bike is a bicycle propelled by a motor. Ebikes make it possible to ride faster and farther, and they stand to fundamentally change the trail
experience for all users. With the expansion of e-bikes, our community is setting itself up for the
expansion to other e-vehicles such as three-wheeled e-bikes, electric scooters, skateboards and
even golf carts.
Under EXISTING laws our disabled community has the right to use motorized
transportation on our trail system that include e-bikes, motorized wheelchairs, scooters, or other
form of ambulatory transport for those individuals who are afforded such protections under the
Americans with Disabilities Act or State law. Adding broad use of e-bikes will only further
diminish the safety and trail experience for our residents and visitors with disabilities.
E-bikes have a place, but not on the natural trails in our Village. Prohibition of e-bikes on
natural trails is consistent with rules promulgated by at the Federal level, by the Colorado Parks
and Wildlife and the National Forest Service and local communities, such as the City of Colorado
Springs.
As an example careful consideration, the City of Colorado Springs has prohibited e-bikes on “Tier
3” trails; defined as a trail as having natural surfaces and which are generally multi-use, meaning
they are shared among hikers, cyclists, joggers, dog walkers and equestrians. E-bikes are permitted
on Tier 1 and Tier 2 trails which are identified urban trails that are wide and multi-surface.
Citation: https://coloradosprings.gov/ebike. We believe that the concerns enumerated by citizens
in Colorado Springs mirror the concerns many of our residents have pertaining to the use and
enjoyment of our Village trail system.
With these concerns, we respectfully request that the Parks and Trails Commission, and the City
of Cherry Hills Village votes “NO” to allow e-bikes on the Highline Canal and on the City trail
system.
Thank you for your time and consideration,
Michael & Heidi Hammell

