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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

J Brian Searles
Emily Black
eBikes on CHV Trails
Friday, February 05, 2021 4:50:40 PM

Please pass this email along to any and all who are working on the issue of allowing eBikes on
the Village Trails.
I am in favor of permitting eBikes (battery operated) bicycles to be used on the Cherry Hills
Village Trails. I am 69 years old, and have been riding an eBike for 2 years. As long as speed
limits are observed, the eBikes are no more dangerous to the other users of the trails than a
normal bicycle (truthfully, many younger bicyclists riding non-eBikes actually pass me as I
ride the streets of the Village. By allowing eBikes on the CHV trails, this opens up the ability
for the older residents of the Village to still use the trails.
Thanks,
J. Brian Searles
5623 E. Southmoor Circle
jbsearles@mac.com
303.808.0995
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

James Levy
Emily Black
e-bikes in CHV
Friday, February 05, 2021 4:55:10 PM

Good evening Councilmembers,
My name is James Levy and I live at 3103 S GAYLORD St , Englewood, CO 80113. I'm
here to voice my support for changing parks ordinances to allow e-Bikes on trails. As
someone who rides regularly on Park Trails and the roadways to stay healthy, I was
surprised to find out that Cherry Hills Village currently doesn't allow me to ride legally
on the trails; even while Colorado law does.
I’ve been an active cyclist all my life, and recently purchased an e-bike for my wife
enabling her to join me on my rides. It’s great exercise for both of us getting on in
age, and allows us to recreate together. I’m still riding without motor assist, though
expect the day will come when I need that boost as well. The e-bike we have is pedal
assist, so my wife is still expected to pedal and get her heart moving. Clearly, we
remain observant of safe speeds and respectful of others using the trails.
As Realtors, we a enjoy riding the streets & trails as another option to appreciate the
CHV neighbourhoods, and sales opportunities for our clients/prospects. I believe all
bikes reflect healthy lifestyle choices that are an important part of CHV and Colorado
living. I hope you will move forward with amending the ordinance so that residents
and through-bicyclists like my wife and I may continue to enjoy Cherry Hills Village on
two wheels.
Cheers!
James Levy
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stuart and Ellen Witkin
Emily Black
Highline Canal
Friday, February 05, 2021 6:54:28 PM

Dear Ms. Black:
I am writing to protest the proposed change to the PTRC Municipal Code which would allow e-bikes
on the Highline Canal. I can only remember an incident many years ago when my wife’s mother, age
75, was walking along the canal. She was struck from behind by a bike and thrown to the ground.
Fortunately her injuries weren’t severe, but she never again enjoyed her walks, and was always in
fear of another such incident.   To introduce any kind of motorized vehicles, including e-bikes, is a
disservice to people who currently use the canal for exercise and recreation – not being propelled by
electrically generated energy.
We have been taking walks on the canal for many years and have seen the tremendous increase in
usage and activity. To add e-bikes to the mix of adults, children, dogs, bikes, occasional horses –
would contribute to the decline of the canal’s position as a unique and exceptional feature which
adds to the lifestyle of so many Village residents.
My wife and I protest vehemently against this change of the Municipal Code.
Very truly yours,
Stuart Witkin
Cherry Hills Village

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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PTRC
c/o Emily Black
February 11 hearing
Submittal regarding E-Bikes on Trails in
Cherry Hills Village
Do not change current prohibitions pertaining to e-bikes on natural
trails in Cherry Hills Village, including the Highline.
I support the current prohibition of e-bikes on our natural trails for the
following reasons:
1. Preservation of Semi-Rural atmosphere.
2. Safety of current pedestrian users, cyclists and equestrians.
3. Cost of upkeep to trails, especially one track natural narrow trails
used by e-bikes, including mountain e-bikes.
Preservation of Semi-Rural atmosphere.
Cherry Hills has been very protective of the semi-rural atmosphere of
its community including its trails notwithstanding intense high density
development surrounding it. It is enjoyed not only by our residents but
by residents of surrounding communities, who bring their dogs (on
leash), their children and friends to stroll along paths that are beautiful,
with horses grazing, ponds, large trees and a multitude of birds and
other wildlife. It has become more precious to all of us, including our
neighbors, during the pandemic.
When the Hampden/ Colorado underpass for the Highline opens the
amount of traffic on the Highline and into our community will increase
exponentially. If we value our semi-rural atmosphere, we should not
be adding new mechanized users to our trails without first evaluating
the impact of the use generated by the underpass.
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Safety.
Colorado has authorized three Tiers of e-bikes. Tiers 1 and 2 can reach
speeds of 20 mph, unassisted and Tier 3 may reach 28 mph unassisted.
Unassisted means that the cyclist is not pedaling. Maximum assisted
speeds are higher than the maximum speeds of conventional bicycles.
Studies have shown that most e-bike riders in North America ride
farther and more often than their conventional bicycling counterparts.
Across all studies to date e-bikes travel on average 3.0 km/hr faster
than conventional bicycles.
There are few safety studies pertaining to e-bikes, most of them are in
comparison to conventional bikes. (A few are in comparison to motor
vehicles, see note 1). Researchers in an article published in the Journal
of Injury Prevention, found that e-bikes were three times as likely to
involve a collision with a pedestrian than either scooters or traditional
bikes. Other research found that e-bike riders because they rode faster,
had diminished reaction time in complex mixed-use riding
environments.
Our trails present many complex mixed use riding environments. We
have pedestrians, joggers, baby strollers, dogs, equestrians, young
children walking with parents or riding on bikes, and conventional
cyclists. With the advent of the opening of the underpass this will
increase, not decrease.
Costs of Trail Maintenance
There are several rental e-bike companies around the Denver
Metropolitan area, including companies that rent mountain bike ebikes for use on single track trails. There is a map showing where ebikes are permitted. No city adjoining Denver permits e-bikes on its
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natural trails. Jefferson County has opened a few single track trails on a
trial basis to determine whether there is significant damage to the trails
together with an analysis of the impact on wildlife. The opening of all
of our natural trails to e-bikers would be a boon to the Denver e-bike
industry, however the costs to our trail system would be borne by our
citizens.
Enforcement and the ADA.
Difficulty of enforcement is not a legitimate reason for changing
permitted uses of our trails. It is difficult to enforce leash laws, but that
does not mean that we should turn Cherry Hills Village into a dog park.
Other communities have found means of enforcing trail regulations.
We should explore best practices and implement them.
Pursuant to ADA laws, motorized vehicles for the disabled are currently
permitted on our trails. This would include motorized wheelchairs and
three wheeled scooters and in theory e-bikes or e-trikes. The caveat of
course is that the user must in fact be deemed to have a mobility
disability in compliance with the standards of the ADA. Thus, no
change to our current law is necessitated for ADA compliance.
Respectfully Submitted,
Laura Christman
18 Cherry Lane Drive
Cherry Hills Village, Colorado
Note 1. Studies show that e-bikes are safer for pedestrians when
compared to pedestrian fatalities from motor vehicles. These studies
are clearly not relevant to the issue at hand.
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(note from staff: Mr. Barnett called following this email and asked me to just forward his original
email to the Commission.)
From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Emily Black
"xbxwestern@yahoo.com"
RE: E bikes
Monday, February 08, 2021 1:39:00 PM

Hi Bob,
Thanks for reaching out - could you please send in written comments, so that we'll be able to share your comments
with the Parks, Trails, and Recreation Commission directly? Feel free to give me a call if you'd like (number in
signature below), but written submissions are the best way to get your thoughts to the Commission.
Thank you,
Emily C Black
Parks & Recreation Coordinator
City of Cherry Hills Village
2450 East Quincy Avenue
Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113
Direct: (303) 783-2742
Fax: (303) 761-9386
eblack@cherryhillsvillage.com

-----Original Message----From: Bob Barnett <xbxwestern@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 3:30 PM
To: Pamela Broyles <pbroyles@cherryhillsvillage.com>
Subject: E bikes
No e bikes should be allowed on the Hiline Canal or city trails. Please call me to review this matter! Bob Barnett.
303 8860993
Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Pamela Broyles
Emily Black
FW: E-bikes on trails
Monday, February 08, 2021 8:14:33 AM

Please see below.
Thank you
Pamela Broyles
Administrative Assistant
City of Cherry Hills Village
Direct: (303) 783-2744
Fax: (303) 761-9386
Email: pbroyles@cherryhillsvillage.com

-----Original Message----From: John Beggins <john.beggins@icloud.com>
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 7:45 AM
To: Pamela Broyles <pbroyles@cherryhillsvillage.com>
Subject: E-bikes on trails
Please add me to the list of long time CHV property owners that oppose allowing e-bikes on CHV trails!
I have an e-bike and never find a need to use it on the trails.
Thank you!
John Beggins
50 Meade Lane
John Beggins
President
Quandis, Inc.
303-549-6477

February 8th, 2021
Parks Trails Recreation Committee
Public Hearing February 13, 2021
Dear Commissioners:
I grew up in Cherry Hills Village. I walked, rode my pony and jogged the trails for more than 20
years as a resident of Cherry Hills. My young family currently lives in Denver, but we return to
Cherry Hills Village to enjoy the outdoors, especially the Highline and adjacent open space.
Many of our neighbors also venture into Cherry Hills so that their children may enjoy nature.
Though no longer a resident I would ask that you not change the restrictions on e-bikes in Cherry
Hills Village. There are plenty of trails in and around Denver for e-bikes. There are few
communities where nature is a priority and trails are family friendly. Cherry Hills is one of them.
Not everyone can afford to live in Cherry Hills Village but the beautiful trails are available to
everyone who values nature. Please do not change the semi-rural atmosphere that so many of us
love and continue to enjoy.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Kay Stallworthy
2568 S Columbine Street
Denver, CO 80210
(720) 210-8006

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Pamela Broyles
Emily Black
FW: Prevent e- bikes on CHV Trails
Monday, February 08, 2021 11:57:42 AM

From: Joe Kovarik <jkovarik@sheridanross.com>
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 11:56 AM
To: Pamela Broyles <pbroyles@cherryhillsvillage.com>
Subject: Prevent e- bikes on CHV Trails
To: Parks and Trails Commission, Cherry Hills Village
From: Joe Kovarik – 60 Meade Lane
RE: Prevent e- bikes on CHV Trails
I have been a resident of CHV for over 52 years. We moved into our present home at 60 Meade
Lane in 2007. Our property abuts a long stretch of the Cherry Hills Trail, traversing our backyard that
borders our pool, pond and barn area.
My understanding was and remains that the trail is primarily for horse riders and folks walking their
dogs and that only city motorized vehicles are permitted on the trail, largely to cut the grass, etc.
I strongly oppose any permission to permit e-bikes to be used on CHV trails.   I do so for a variety of
reasons, including the belief that use of such vehicles will further diminish the rural and slower
paced life that attracts many of us to CHV. Moreover, I believe there is a safety reason for
precluding the use of e-bikes on the trails.   I walk our dog every day on the trail and he is prone to
approach bike riders as they pass. I restrain him on a leash to prevent what would otherwise result
in injuries for both the bike rider and the dog. Increasingly, however, folks wear ear buds and play
music while they walk or ride on the trails – which often results in being surprised by the approach
of bike riders. The increased speed that e-bikes can travel heightens my concern that tragic
accidents will occur if they are permitted on the trails.
Finally, I do not believe that limiting e-bikes to the quiet paved roads within CHV limits the
enjoyment of owning an e-bike. In contrast to the CHV trails – which are often ice/snow covered,

muddy, and unfortunately spotted with animal debris (horse, dog, etc.) – the paved roads of CHV
provide ample opportunity for residents and others to safely enjoy their riding activities.
Thank you in advance for considering my feelings with respect to allowing e-bikes on CHV trails. If
you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Best regards,
Joe Kovarik

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Pamela Broyles
Emily Black
FW: Ebikes
Monday, February 08, 2021 12:17:56 PM

-----Original Message----From: James Greenwell <james.greenwell@icloud.com>
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 12:17 PM
To: Pamela Broyles <pbroyles@cherryhillsvillage.com>
Subject: Ebikes
Greetings,
As a resident of CHV, I want to express my disagreement allowing the use of any motorized bikes on our trails.
It is already chaos with runners and bikers and dogs when congested and frequently near out of control situations.
People are not able to react in time as it is and a motorized bike is asking for significantly more accidents. I will
gladly speak up and invoke your name publicly when someone is seriously injured or even killed on our trails.
Motorized vehicles belong on the streets not the trails.
Jim Greenwell

Parks Trails Recreation Commission
February 11, 2021 hearing
Re: e-bikes
Dear Commissioners:
I live with my family at 3980 Nassau Circle West, in Cherry Hills Village.
During the pandemic I have walked almost daily along our trails with
my son in a stroller, two dogs (on leash) and a busy little 3 year old. I
love our trail system. Please do not permit e-bikes on our trails.
Increasing traffic with e-bikes that average higher speeds than
conventional bikes will make it more difficult to use the trail system
safely and make it much less enjoyable.
Lilly Christman

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Suzie Halle
Emily Black
Ebikes maybe now is not the time
Monday, February 08, 2021 12:47:35 PM
e-bike Feb 13th mtg.pdf

I agree with all Laura states in her letter.
Wanted to add my perspective as an equestrian, running, dog walking and mountain biking resident on
cherry hills highline / bridle trail for 25 years.
>
> My concern is primarily safety - slowing and yielding of traffic to horses. Do ebikes slow down like a reg bike?
With new inexperienced users? Around corners at speed they present bike / horse / leash blind spot perils. As well
as riding up fast behind a horse which nearly always causes a flight reaction. Horses like to see / hear whats coming
and with more traffic amongst an increasingly urban community (even more will be coming under Hampden),
knowing almost nothing about horses... seems very precarious scenarios will likely arise indeed. Perhaps lets let this
decision be tabled until increased traffic education takes place.
>
> Cherry hills could reintroduce mounted patrol. (Like when michelle and angel patrolled the highline and bridle
trails). They were wonderful educators / ambassadors to bridle and highline trails. Quincy farms would be the
perfect place to stable them. Plus it would preserve Kat’s original wishes and serve as a place to learn more about
horses and our rich heritage here with them.
My vote is to table ebikes for several years til we see the impact of the underpass, for the safety of all our two and
four leggeds as well as wheeled trail users.
Thanks for considering my thoughts.
>
> Suzie Hallé

On Feb 8, 2021, at 12:16 PM, Emily Black <eblack@cherryhillsvillage.com> wrote:
Hi Suzie,
Yes, I received your email. What can I help with?
Thanks,
Emily C Black
Parks & Recreation Coordinator
City of Cherry Hills Village
2450 East Quincy Avenue
Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113
Direct: (303) 783-2742
Fax: (303) 761-9386
eblack@cherryhillsvillage.com

-----Original Message----From: Suzie Halle <suzie.halle@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2021 11:54 AM
To: Emily Black <eblack@cherryhillsvillage.com>

Subject: Test
Is this coming through?

2/6/21
Parks and Trails Commission, Cherry Hills Village
I have lived at 10 Random Road for over twenty-one and a half years. A city trail borders the
entire more than 300 foot long western edge of my property. (In fact the trail is actually entirely
on my property for over half that distance.)
The trail borders my pond (see photo below) which is home to much wildlife and is already
disturbed by existing passers-by. My home faces west; the house and its primary patio are
oriented toward the city trail which is between me and mountain views.
The pond, western mountain views and bucolic nature of my property are the primary reasons I
purchased it. I purchased this property under the policy that no motorized traffic was permitted
on city trails. I consider that policy akin to a zoning restriction preventing an office building from
being built next door to me.
For the city to remove the prohibition of motorized traffic and allow e-bikes would constitute a
taking by the city with respect to my property. I strongly object and strenuously protest any such
change.
To allow any motorized traffic, including e-bikes, would dramatically and negatively affect my
ability to peacefully enjoy my property, including negatively affecting the tranquility of wildlife.
In addition, as a pedestrian who has enjoyed walking the city trails for over twenty-one years, I
also object to allowing e-bikes on trails because they would negatively affect the character of
the trail system.
Below please see a photo of the western side of my property where the trail abuts my pond. I
have drawn a yellow horizontal line over the length of the trail; the trail extends the full width of
the photo and further to the left and right out of view.
Jason Matherly

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Aaron Christman
Emily Black
Opposed to E-Bikes on the Highline and Bridal Trails
Monday, February 08, 2021 2:14:48 PM

Parks Trails Recreation Commission
February 11th public hearing regarding e-bikes
Dear Commissioners:
I oppose the use of e-bikes on our trails. Use of mechanized vehicles including e-bikes is inconsistent
with the semi-rural quality of our Village and endangers all other users of the trail system.
I grew up in Cherry Hills Village and returned to the Village to raise my family. My wife and I walk on
the trails with two dogs, a 3 year old and a baby. I frequently use the trails for running and am an
avid road cyclist to boot. I have three main issues with e-bikes on the trails which are detailed as
follows:
· Given that Type I and Type II e-bikes have a top speed of 20 mph, it is my belief that the
addition of e-bikes makes our trails less safe and less enjoyable for families of all types. E
bikers have a 3x incidence of collisions with pedestrians and the injuries caused are far
worse (trauma wise) than any other collisions that were studied. The lead author of this
study recommends introducing new urban design to accommodate e-bikes like dedicated
lanes, not opening up dirt walking trails to their use.
o Source: https://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/26/6/524
· Should the Village make it legal for ebikes of types I and II to be on the highline and other
natural trails, how will anyone enforce that type III, a bike which has a top speed of 30mph
are not being utilized. At a glance it will be impossible to tell and higher speed bikes will
continue to erode the safety of the trails for other users.   
· E bikes already have protected lanes on various roadways and have access to many
paved trails in the metropolitan Denver area. Therefore there is no need to allow them on
the dirt trails and the highline where they will endanger other users. There are few natural
trails that are as fun and safe for kids and families as we have in the Village and I hope we
can keep it that way.
In short, motorized bicycles, electronic or otherwise already have a place to commute on roadways
and bike lanes across this great state. If the argument is that using the highline makes the e-biker’s
commute safer, my argument would be at what cost and whose detriment? Their safe commute will
come at the detriment of non e-cyclists on the highline (kids, parents, seniors, dogs etc.). You
cannot have your cake and eat it too, if you want to ride a motorized bike please do so, but do so on
the roads where they are already designated for safe use and not on our dirt and natural trails.   
As an aside, I think motorized wheelchairs should be allowed on trails. I would guess that this is
already covered under the ADA; however, if it is not, the shared enjoyment for mobility disabilities
should be looked at.

Thank you for your service and commitment to our parks and trails.
Aaron Christman
3980 Nassau Circle W.
Cherry Hills Village

Welborn
4901 S. Fairfax St.
Cherry Hills Village CO 80121
303-884-8325
February 9, 2021
Emily Black, Coordinator
PTRC Commissioners
CHV Parks, Trails & Recreation Commission
Cherry Hills Village, Colorado
Re: Proposal to allow electric motorized bicycles on trails

Dear Ms. Black and PTRC Commissioners:
Thank you for your good work on behalf of our wonderful CHV trail system. We use and
enjoy one or more of the CHV trails almost every day.
Please consider the following reasons in opposition to the proposal to allow electric
motorized bicycles on CHV trails:
1. The proposal is not supported by the CHV Master Plan which calls for “varieties of
viable usage” of the trails, but does not include motorized vehicles of any kind in
the uses list. Further, the CHV Master Plan envisions a “semi-rural character” for
the Village. That character would be impacted adversely by opening trail usage to
electric motorized vehicles of any kind.
2. Bicycles, in the hands of some cyclists, are already a threat to other forms of trail
usage, especially on the Highline Canal Trail. Some resident horse owners no
longer use that trail for riding because of the speed and the threatening attitude of
many cyclists. Allowing electric motorized bicycles on the trails would compound
the problem. It would increase the number of vehicles on the trails further
jeopardizing the safety and enjoyment of horseback riders, walkers, hikers and
other non-vehicular users.
3. This is a slippery slope. The distinction between electric motorized bicycles and
other electric vehicles is a slim one, if it in fact exists. We already have electric
bicycles, motorcycles and golf carts (and ATV’s) using the trail system illegally.
Allowing electric motorized bicycles will further support those who believe the CHV
trails should be open to electric motorized vehicles generally.
4. We fear that this proposal if passed would ultimately lead to a significant change
in the character of the CHV trails system, and we have lived here long enough to
know the origins and history of that system. It began informally as a way to
accommodate horseback riding and hiking throughout the Village primarily for
enjoyment and recreation. Bicycle usage has increased with the advent of
mountain bikes. When the cyclists are respectful of other users, they add a

