Batch 4

Comments about E-Bikes for the Parks, Trails,
and Recreation Commission
Received between 12:00pm on Wed., Feb.
10th and 12:00pm on Thurs., Feb. 11th, 2021

1

MY EXPERIENCE WITH THE E-BIKE SAGA IN CHERRY HILLS.
Feb 10, 2021
 To those reading or listening to this saga: Please bear in mind that
it's my timeline, my personal experiences, my feelings and my
opinions. I knew nothing of the machinations this subject has
endured for many years until it burst into the public sphere a few
months ago. Over those years there were no signs, no explanatory
documents and no enforcement. So we just kept riding…anywhere
and everywhere.
• My name is Dale Boller. My wife Susan and I moved here 24 years
ago with our two kids and spent 13 years on Gaylord St. in Farm
West. Eleven years ago we downsized to Cherry St. in Mansfield
Heights. Both kids graduated from Kent Denver School. It only took a
few months here to appreciate Village leaders who were providing
residents with a beautiful, safe and fun place to thrive.
• I arrived in Colorado from Southern California with a bicycle habit
and continued it here where I rode Pedal-bikes on every road and
trail in town unquestioned for thousands of miles on unparalleld
terrain amidst powerful scenery. We always shared the dirt with other
people enjoying jogs, dogs, walks and horses. What a setting, what
freedom. Any city in the country would love a High Line Canal and
the trails it sprouts.
• Use of this treasure first came into question for me on July 9, 2020
when Emily Black of the Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission
invited me to speak before a group of Board Members and
Administrators about E-bikes. At the time, I was researching and
test-riding while healing from a hip replacement. I'm 76 years old and
my muscles needed a motor assist to help pedal up our many local
hills with significantly less pain. Thus I could get the daily exercise
every doctor endorses and, in my case, orders. As I spoke on July
9th, I was surprised that the group had so many negative
observations. Seems they felt being motorized and thus faster made
them a danger to overall safety. I interpreted that as an anti-E-Bike.

• Turns out I was correct because on the front page of the November
2020 Village Crier under the headline "TRAIL RULES and
REGULATIONS," I saw, for the first time anywhere, an official
definition of the word "Trail." It means all dirt trails including The High
Line Canal! This bolt from the blue continued: "It is unlawful to drive
any motor vehicle in any park or on any trail within the City." Egad,
that's where I ride. That's what I love. That's my life! Goodbye E-bike,
goodbye exercise, goodbye to my respect for the City which has
such treasures and are now denying them, with no warning or stated
reasons, to it's most avid users. I feel ignored and betrayed. I feel
discriminated against because of the bicycle I ride. I'm very happy,
however, that today's meeting is taking another look at the subject.
• I began thinking about those REASONS that weren't stated. In so
doing I've ended up with my stance for today. Here it is.
• When reviewing and studying bicycle behavior, remember it's always
the rider, not the bicycle. The human, not the machine. When did you
last see a bicycle stop at a stop sign? Do bicycles exceed 15 mph on
The High Line? Do bikes weave between families with little kids and
strollers? Do two-wheelers pass each other without warning…like a
bell or a strong voice saying "on your left?" Unfortunately all these
violations are rampant and unenforceable. Ain't nothing to do with
the make, model or power mode of the machine. They're all a result
of the rider's ignorance or selfishness.
• There will be reckless, unsafe, against-the-rules riding on Pedalbikes as well as E-bikes. Yet the restriction applies only to one.
• Which discriminates against all the riders of that one bicycle.
Including the hundreds of E-bike owners who obey the rules and ride
safely. Is it fair, or right, that suddenly, through no fault of their own,
they lose their privileges while Pedal-bikers continue to enjoy the fun,
exercise and camaraderie with friends found on Cherry Hills trails?

• Why would E-bike owners be more likely to obey laws and ride more
safely. Well I paid $4,850 for a loaded Specialized Vado. And if I
crash I'll pay plenty more for parts and labor. A new battery alone
costs 1,200 smackaroos. Not to mention thousands in medical bills
for a broken leg. And months of healing. Plus physical pain all along
the way. Older E-bike riders know the OUCH consequences and
dollar-cost of foolishness. So they're more likely to stay careful and
ride again tomorrow.
• I say PRIVLEGES because riding on The Canal and trails is a
privilege…after all, there is no law that says you can. But there is
one that says you can't.
• Why would my E-bike prevent camaraderie with friends? Here's how:
My phone rings: "Hey Dale, we're riding to Roxborough tomorrow,
big barbecue dinner under the flatirons. Meet us at the usual spot in
Three Pond Park, 7 a.m." After a long pause of tasting baby-back
ribs, I say "Sorry, I can't go. My bike's illegal."
• To those who will make the final decision on allowing or not allowing
E-bikes to be treated equally with Pedal-bikes: Deloitte predicts a
sales surge of 130 million from 2020 to 2023. Of course Colorado will
participate and welcoming these riders with equal treatment, good
signage, organized events and possibly even live seminars will be
huge projects that could benefit by being started now.
• I like analogies, so I got to thinking about fast cars and motorcycles.
A Ferrari, Corvette and Kawasaki Ninja can all kiss 160 mph. Such a
speed is of course inherently dangerous, but these rockets aren't
singled out for performance and denied access to highways open to
other vehicles because of it. But it seems to me that's what we're
doing.
• Thanks to the audience for reading and listening. And thank you
Emily Black for the invitation. Let's all keep the rubber side down.
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(Staff note: received in mailbox on Feb. 10, 2021)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lin Merage
Emily Black
E-bikes on trails-Opposed
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 2:17:28 PM

Hello Emily:
I just spoke to Pamela who brought me up to date as best as she can. Quite a topic!
I’ve been a resident of CHV since 1995, and have seen it change from a quit and safe
neighborhood to one that requires caution. I have more than one property in CHV. At least
one of the mail boxes has been compromised three times. My mailbox was one of tens of
mailboxes compromised each time. Our safety has decreased substantially.
I have bridal paths that go immediately around, or are adjacent, or one lot next to my
properties. I watch riders, bikers, walkers and runners. E-bikes not only will interfere with
our privacy and quiet enjoyment of our homes and our city, but they will create a new security
issue that is of great concern.
I can see incidents with e-bikers and horses. E-bikes in the city of CHV would create great
new concerns including new tax dollars spent to manage.
Looking ahead, I wonder if it would create new law suits when there is an incident. Will the
city be responsible, will the property owner who owns the dirt under the surface, will the High
Line Canal Conservancy settle to matter and be liable? What about the E-bike company?
Will the city have to buy e-bikes to monitor all trails?
As residences, in order to ensure our privacy and security, will we have to abandon our open
space and build 6’ or taller fences and install security cameras every few feet? We would have
to install lights and motion sensors. Permits will have to be allowed and night skies will be no
longer viable.
E-bikes take away from the true nature of creating paths for good health and exercise through
natural terrains.
E-bikes can be allowed by a special path adjacent to highways but not our homes.
I can list many more issues of concern. I am opposed to allowing e-bikes through CHV at any
time now or in the future.
Emily, thank you very much for reviewing this email and taking it into consideration. Please
let me know if you need any additional information.
The Very Best regards,

Lin Merage
SSRE, Inc
Symphony Sustainable Real Estate
Centennial, CO 80111

February 10, 2021

Dear Chair Dahl and Members of the Cherry Hills Village Parks, Trails and
Recreation Commission:

Thank you so much for the opportunity to weigh in on your decision whether or not
to allow motorized vehicles on Cherry Hills Village trails, E-Bicycles, in particular.

I am not in favor of allowing e-bikes on CHV’s unpaved trails. I believe the Village’s
trails afford Village citizens a special and unique experience that could be lost by
opening them up to motorized vehicles of any kind.
This is what I see as problematic:

(1) trail conditions
The trails are currently fairly rutted in a number of places. Adding
e-bikes to the trails will make this worse. (Ruts also makes for tricky
bicycle steering.)
(2) safety
Most traffic planners will point out that when there is a large disparity
between the speeds of the users of a roadway, path, etc., ( in this case
between e-bikes and walkers, joggers, regular bicycles and horses) safety is
sacrificed, and accidents increase. A vehicle going several times faster than a
walker may not have time to course correct for an approaching horse or
pedestrian (especially if the trail has deep ruts or is a narrower 8-9-foot trail
or if the pedestrian has a dog on a leash.)
(3) the trail experience
My last reason is one that is much less tangible than the first two, and this
is what I call the “quiet, contemplative trail experience.” Many of us derive—
and seek out--an experience that is the opposite of the hectic, computerized,
virtual, multitasking, high traffic lives we otherwise contend with. It would
be a shame to jeopardize this treasured experience by allowing e-bikes on
the CHV trails.

I don’t think these same issues apply to the paved trails in the Village such as the
ones along S. Holly Street and East Quincy Avenue.
Thank you again for seeking citizen input as you work through this decision.
Cordially,

Klasina VanderWerf
5250 E. Chenango Ave.
Cherry Hills Village, CO 80121

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

JEFFREY HOLTGREWE
Emily Black
No E-Bikes or motorized vehicles
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 3:11:06 PM

Please do not allow e-bikes or any motorized vehicles on the trails.
I am functionally deaf, yet, as a resident of Cherry Hills I do like to walk on the trails in
the village. I do not usually walk alone, because of the danger to me from the bikes
that are racing along on the Highline Trail. I can not hear a voice calling out to me
from behind. I also see many older citizens who are out enjoying walks and
exercising.
The bicyclists want to maintain their speed and are quite annoyed if they are not
promptly obeyed and allowed access to speed past you. I am not talking about
families out on bikes together, I am talking about the bicyclists who ride through the
village to work or for exercise and training.
To put motorized vehicles and e-bikes on the trails would take the trails away
from the pedestrians and the horse back riders, the strollers and the children
on foot! Please do not allow E-bikes. and ANY motorized vehicles on
the Highline and other trails in the city!
Jeff Holtgrewe
2 Foxhill Road

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Robin Boren
Emily Black
E-BIKES: VETO!!
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 3:45:00 PM

Hi Emily,
No, NO,

NO!!

In my nearly 30 years of living in Cherry Hills Village, I have NEVER written a letter voicing
my opinion.
I am one of the lucky ones whose windows face the High Line Canal.
Throughout the day, I watch walkers, runners, bikers, horseback riders, dogs, kids, and
citizens of every age enjoy our beautiful trails.
Please, PLEASE, PLEASE do not even consider allowing e-bikes on our trails.
In fact, I would highly recommend that you post more signs describing their prohibition.
I typically walk 10-15 miles weekly on the High Line and have personally witnessed e-bikes
illegally “cycle” on the Canal at high speeds. Kids running freely are surprised, walkers with
ear buds never hear them coming, and dogs bark and are often scared. Someone will get hurt!
But, my gravest concern will soon be realized. Once the path is open across Hampden Ave and
Colorado Blvd, I assume that our daily traffic will double.
Not only will recreation users be on the trails, but it is also possible that folks will start
commuting to work, especially if e-bikes are allowed.
So, my vote is a resounding NO and I am pleading for additional signs dissuading e-bikers
from our peaceful and much beloved trail system.
Sincerely,
Robin Boren

Robin Boren, PhD
The College Doctor LLC

4060 South Bellaire Street
Englewood, CO 80113
office: 303.761.6666
cell: 303.548.7777

(staff note: Received by email at 4:12pm Feb. 10th)

CHV Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission CC: CHV

9 February 2021

Village Council

Dear PTRC Members,
As a Cherry Hills Village resident and frequent user of CHV Trails, I would first like to
thank all of you for your hard work and dedication in helping preserve the Parks and Trails of
the Village.
I am writing today to express my STRONG DISAGREEMENT with the idea of allowing
motorized eBikes on CHV Trails, particularly the Highline Canal. For the last twenty years I have
probably used CHV trails at least ten+ times a week on average. I walk, run, bike, and ride my
horse on the highline Canal and bike paths frequently. My concerns fall into three categories as
outlined below.
1) Safety and Crowding
As most frequent users of CHV trails can attest, there is already a significant
safety issue resulting from over crowding and the mix of bikers with other trail users
including walkers, runners, families with small children and strollers, and equestrians.
These will be significantly exasperated by allowing eBikes on the trails.
Regular bikes already travel much faster than other users. However, on a regular
bike traveling 20 to 30 mph, the rider is actively engaged and generally aware of the
speed they are traveling. This is not true of common eBikes which require minimal
effort, and attention, to reach speeds up to 28 mph. Furthermore, there are eBikes
currently available which have maximum speeds of 40 mph, and new ones coming out
capable of 50 mph. This exceeds the speed limit on every CHV road! To mix motorized
vehicles capable of these speeds with pedestrian and equestrian traffic is obviously
extremely dangerous.
There has been discussion of posting maximum speed limit signs to curtail the
speeds of all bikes, but how will this be enforced and by who? Uniformed police officers
giving out citations? Or just concerned citizens, which creates the potential for ugly,
and possibly violent, confrontations? This is already an existing problem. To add to it
by allowing motorized vehicles on the trails would be, in a word, just plain dumb. It
would also abdicate Cherry Hills Village’s responsibility to help maintain a safe
environment for pedestrians and equestrians on its trails.
The Highline Canal in particular has become much more crowded during the
Pandemic. This is going to become even more true when the underpass at Colorado and
Hampden is complete, opening a straight connection with Denver’s Canal traffic. This in
turn will increase the amount of commuter traffic to the DTC and points south. To allow

motorized commuter vehicles capable of high speeds on the Canal would essentially
turn it into a commuter highway for several hours each day making it unsafe for
recreational use.
2) A Slippery Slope.
If the Village allows eBikes on the trails, then why not electric skateboards? If
electric skateboards are okay, why not electric scooters? Or electric mopeds? Where
do we draw the line? If we do draw it at eBikes alone, how long is it before someone
sues the city over the arbitrary discrimination against other types of electric vehicles?
All of these vehicles are capable of high rates of speed which are not capable with
pedestrian traffic. As we all know, once the first step is taken down a slippery slope like
this, it will be almost impossible to go back. It would be much better, and less
contentious, to just maintain the current restriction on all electric vehicles.
3) Preservation of the semi-rural nature of the Village as per our Master Plan.
All the Village trails are an incredibly valuable asset which cannot be replaced
and must be protected. They are extensively used by Village residents and surrounding
communities for recreation, exercise, relaxation and re-connecting with nature. The
gravel surfaced Highline Canal in particular is emblematic of the semi-rural nature of the
Village described in our Master Plan. To open them up to high speed electric, commuter
vehicles would be incredibly destructive to one of the things which make Cherry Hills
Village so unique and such a wonderful place to live.
To see the potential consequences of this, one only has to look at what has
happened to the Cherry Creek Trail in Denver. As traffic increases, the Canal will need
to be paved with a hard surface, such as concrete. As speeds, and resulting accidents,
increase it will need a dividing line for two way traffic, or perhaps bikes vs pedestrians.
When this fails to prevent serious accidents from happening, CHV will have no choice
but to post speed limits and patrol the paths with uniformed police officers issuing
citations. All of these things have come to pass along the Cherry Creek Trail. Is this
what any of us want for our beautiful Village trails? I certainly don’t!

In closing, for all the reasons outlined above, I strongly urge you to vote AGAINST
allowing eBikes on all Cherry Hills Village trails, but in particular the Highline Canal.

Martin Greer
4213 S Colorado Blvd
Cherry Hills Village, CO

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stacy
Emily Black
Allow e bikes!
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 4:55:47 PM

I love my ebike! I have had hip problems and my e bike allows me to enjoying bike riding. It
makes no noise. As long as I follow the rules that apply to all other bike riders on the trail,
why would you not allow me? These bikes aren’t motorcycles. They are bicycles that provide
some assistance in pedaling to the rider. Colorado Parks and Wildlife allows them on trails.
Why not the Highline Canal?
Stacy Saurey
Sent from XFINITY Connect Mobile App

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mike
Emily Black
E-bikes
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 7:01:00 PM

Emily,
Thanks for the opportunity to address the E-Bike phenom...I’m a thirty year resident of Cherry Hills and a Colorado
native... I’m very aware of the trail situation ...a long time runner and road biker and now a dog walker, I’ve
observed the increase in the E-bikers...I’m happy that those I see are enjoying the outdoors and commend their
activity...I see a potential problem with the bikes however...they are heavy and are electrically supported...not unlike
an electric wheelchair in that respect...a power failure. Given that those who choose an E-bike are using the vehicle
may or may not be in physical condition to ride a regular bike what is your solution to a breakdown of the electric
bike and the improbable or probable unfortunate consequences of such a rider pushing the disabled vehicle?...or
simply walking away or worse? ....I vote no on E-bikes in the CHV environs.. Thanks
Mike Huseby
8 South Lane
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lynda McNeive
Emily Black
E-Bikes on CHV Trails
Thursday, February 11, 2021 1:58:11 AM

To the members of Cherry Hills Village PTRC:
Dear PTRC Members,
Thank you for your time serving the people of Cherry Hills on this commission and for
seeking our opinions about changing the city code that prohibits E-bikes and other motorized
vehicles on city trails.
My family moved to the Old Cherry Hills neighborhood in 1989, and we have enjoyed the
trails and parks and the High Line Canal Trail for over 30 years, on foot and on bicycles. I
have also been involved with the High Line Canal Conservancy since before it had a name,
attending public meetings at Kent school and Goodson Center and in private homes.
These trails constitute the primary amenity the Village provides for our own residents and are
also highly valued by our friends and neighbors who live in nearby communities. Preserving
and protecting them must be the Number One responsibility of your commission.
E-bikes are not acceptable on our trails because of (1) their potential speed, currently up to 30
mph, which exceeds the speed limit on many of our city streets; (2) additional damage they
would cause to trail surfaces and adjacent land, resulting in higher cost to city taxpayers and
environmental degradation; (3) harm to wildlife; (4) incompatibility with other uses of the
trails; and (5) opening of the trails to other motorized conveyances.
I think you are hearing from others on many of the above points, so I will not belabor them.
But, personally, in my recent walks on the trails—longer and more frequent since COVID—
I often encounter family groups of 5 or more, including young children on bikes, parents
pushing strollers, dogs on leash, etc. Two or three folks on bicycles can easily maneuver
around such pedestrian groups or the occasional equestrian on the trail, but I believe adding ebikes, electric scooters, electric skates boards and the like to the mix would intimidate and
discomfit such strolling families as well as single runners and walkers and make collisions and
near collisions inevitable.
Please do not lift the current prohibition against motorized vehicles on our precious trails.
Thank you.
Lynda McNeive, 1100 East Stanford Avenue.
Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kat Palinckx
Emily Black
Opposition to e-bikes on CHV trails
Thursday, February 11, 2021 7:42:12 AM

Good Morning Emily,
We are strongly opposed to allowing ebikes or any motorized vehicles on CHV trails.  
Thank you,
Greg & Kat Palinckx
3110 Cherryridge Road
Kat Palinckx
303.949.4669

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

David Schmidt
Emily Black
E-bikes in CHV
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:24:19 AM

Good morning Emily,
This is Dave Schmidt (CHVAC) responding to the article in the Village Crier about the use of e-bikes in
CHV.
I am an avid cyclist and ride thousands of miles each year, almost all of my rides start and end at my
home in the Village.
On a recent long ride and after reading the Crier article, I decided to count the number of e-bikes I
met or passed on my ride.
I counted 13 e-bikes out of the couple of hundred cyclists along Big Dry Creek, Mary Carter
Greenway, Platte River and
Cherry Creek trails. ALL of the e-bike riders were older adults and none of them were traveling over
the posted speed limit.
When e-bikes first arrived on the scene a few years ago, I was opposed to them thinking they would
be ridden primarily by
younger riders exceeding the speed limit and riding carelessly. As I mentioned above, that turns out
not to be the case.
Many, many rides and many, many miles later I have changed my opinion. I see, almost always, older
adults riding e-bikes
that otherwise would not be out on a traditional peddle bike. The e-bikes have allowed them to get
outdoors,
get in a bit of exercise and experience our amazing trails in the metro area and nearby foothills.
Therefore, I would be
in favor of allowing e-bikes on the CHV trails.
Thanks for taking your time to read this long email. I hope you found it informative and helpful.
I look forward to our John Mead Park trail walk on the 22nd.
Best Regards,
Dave

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Katie DeLine
Emily Black
EBikes
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:58:27 AM

DeLine family Votes NO EBikes on Highline Trail!!
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

hjt3ors
Emily Black
Changes to PTRC motorized vehicle restrictions
Thursday, February 11, 2021 9:18:09 AM

Emily.,
Please convey this email to the PTRC for their meeting this evening.
I am opposed to changes to the municipal code regarding the use of motorized vehicles on
trails in CHV. My reasons for opposition are these:
Safety. E bikes reach speeds of at least 20 mph. Some perhaps more. Certainly the typical
dirtbike reaches far greater speeds. I believe this poses a potential hazard to other trail users.
Especially in the case of E bikes, there is no noise to alert trail users of a vehicle approaching
from the rear.
Trail maintenance. Or trail system already receives heavy use. Last Fall a trail close to our
house that I use daily Head new dirt and grass seed applied in attempts to refurbish it. We will
see how that works this spring. When it is wet and sloppy, pedestrians will frequently avoid
most trails. However, The operators of motorized vehicles May not feel so inclined. There is
no question that spinning or sliding tires on mud will greatly deteriorate the paths.
And when word gets out that there is an off road experience close to the city, motorized traffic
would increase significantly.
Aesthetics. Unquestionably, a main attribute and attraction of CHV is it’s bucolic setting.
Certainly the sound of gasoline motors , even in the distance, would be an unwelcomed
disturbance.
Thank you,
Tom Thomas
5250 E. Chenango Ave.
Sent from the all new Aol app for iOS

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

JANE SODERBERG
Emily Black
E-bikes
Thursday, February 11, 2021 9:30:35 AM

Hi Emily:
I have had experience with e-bikes on Nantucket in the summer and in Italy on a bike
trip. They are meant to be used to assist and go faster when you want to gain
distance quickly or keep up on strenuous terrain. I think the speed limit would have to
be controlled. You can use them without using any assist. You can use them with
different levels of speed. I would think only low speed would be safe and necessary
on Cherry Hills Village trails. I have had a high powered E -bike pass me on my bike
and it is startling at how fast they are going and how unsafe it is for regular bikers,
walkers and runners.
You could also ban them outright and keep it old school and I think much safer. I
don't think there is very much strenuous terrain on the Highline or need to go
extremely fast, especially when that would imperil regular bikers, walkers and
runners. It IS a powered vehicle and may be better suited to ride on the street.
Thank you.
Jane Soderberg
3 Sunset Drive
Cherry Hills Village

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

David Windfeldt
Emily Black
ebikes
Thursday, February 11, 2021 9:53:37 AM

Hi Emily -- I would like to keep our trails motor-free. No ebikes, please.
Thank you,
David Windfeldt
7 E Belleview Pl

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

wfishy@aol.com
Emily Black
ebikes
Thursday, February 11, 2021 10:21:47 AM

We are long time residents of Cherry Hills Village, and our house backs directly on the canal, and we
walk and run on the canal probably as much as any other couple living in the Village.
Being on the canal is a great place to just walk and relax and enjoy nature.
We are adamantly opposed to permitting ebikes on the canal.
Ebikes would change the character of the canal from a wonderful place to walk and run into a
speedway. They would seriously interfere with the enjoyment the vast majority of residents feel
when they are on the canal.
So please do not permit them.
Thanks.
Bill and Roberta Fishman
4205 South Dahlia

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tiffany Brinton
Emily Black
Ebikes
Thursday, February 11, 2021 10:23:42 AM

I was born and raised in Cherry Hills and feel honored to be raising my kids here now as well. We spend our days
and weekends on the trails and absolutely love it. I am also an avid horse rider and thoroughly enjoy riding on and
around the Highline Canal. We love sharing the space with walkers, joggers, bikers, strollers, etc. and for the most
part everyone is happy and safe. With that said, some bikers already have a tendency to ignore the proper yielding
and zoom past fellow trail users. Adding E bikes would only make that worse, not to mention open up the door to
many other electric modes of transpiration on the trails. I strongly urge no e bikes be allowed on the trails.
Thank you,
Tiffany Brinton
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Miriah T
Emily Black
Ebikes
Thursday, February 11, 2021 10:46:13 AM

Motorized vehicles are not allowed on the trails, other than maintenance and ADA vehicles,
and this should absolutely include motorized E-Bikes. There is no justification for giving
these motorized bikes an exemption.  
Sincerely,
Miriah Teeter, MD
Cherry Hills Village

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Michelle Dorman
Emily Black
e-bikes on our trails Thursday, February 11, 2021 11:35:46 AM

Attention Cherry Hills Village Park and Trails Committee:
I have witnessed more trash, more dog poop, more careening bicyclists, more walkers of all kinds on our trails ever
since the “welcome to our Village Trails” signs went up on the Highline Canal.
Those signs direct folks from the Highline Canal to our Village Trails.       You, as a committee are tasked with
preserving our trails and our safety. BECAUSE of those signs on the Highline Canal directing to our Village Trails,
you have failed in your duty to preserve our trails.    You have made homes adjacent to the Village Trails less safe.
As a walker, I was almost hit by a bicyclist coming from the Highline onto the Village Trail.       I am stunned and
horrified to think that this committee would even consider allowing electric bikes on our Village Trails.   
Our Village Trails are special.    They are part of the bucolic peaceful community in which we live.    It would be a
significant mistake to begin allowing electric anything on the trails.  
Respectfully,
Michelle Dorman

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Alex Brown
Emily Black
Electric Bikes on Trails
Thursday, February 11, 2021 11:38:56 AM

EmilyPlease share this communication with the Commission for the meeting tonight.
Dear PTRC Members
I understand the Commission has been asked by City Council to consider approval for electric
powered bikes on City trails. During my 30 years of residency in the Village I have both walked and
biked on many trails throughout the Village. I write to oppose authorizing e bikes on any trails within
the City.
The appeal of e bikes is clear- you can go quite fast with minimal effort. They can be a useful option
for many commuting to work or even short shopping trips. However, the nature of e bikes is not
compatible with trails in the Village. The Master Plan contemplates a community that is more
pastoral than urban. Turning the Highline Canal Trail into a fast commuter corridor simply doesn’t fit
with the overall Master Plan concept.
Our trails tend to fall into three categories- the Highline, on-street trails and single track or
equestrian trails. First, why would you want to mix a 25 of 30 MPH e bike on an on-street trail like
Mansfield. It is used by many pedestrians, dog walkers and regular bikes. Some parents use strollers
in the on-street trail. Mixing in high speed e bikes is asking for conflict and trouble. My experience is
that the Highline Trail carries up to 70% of all trail traffic in the Village. Again, mixing in a high speed
bike with the existing volume of use is unwise. The single track trails are where I often encounter
equestrians. Why would you want a high speed bike conflicting with equestrians. It just doesn’t
make sense.
These problems are compounded by the fact that the Police Department has concluded they cannot
patrol trails. I’ve long felt that one of the prettiest sights in the Village is a pair of blue and red lights
flashing on Quincy. Once word gets out there’s no limit on trails, e bikes will know they have license
to go as fast as they want. After all, who’s going to stop them.
The idea of e bikes on our trails is not an idea whose time has arrived. If anything, you should be
posting bigger signs making clear that e bikes are prohibited.
Thank you for considering these comments.
Alex Brown
4285 S. Forest Ct.

Michael & Heidi Hammell
21 Cherry Lane Drive
Cherry Hills Village, Colorado 80113
February 11, 2021
Parks and Trails Commission
City of Cherry Hills Village
Thank you for allowing us to submit this letter in OPPOSITION to a proposed plan to allow the
use of e-bikes on our Village trail system.
To elaborate on our concerns, we offer the following, which is based on our 20+ year Village
residency, prior service as a member of the Parks and Trails Commission and (pre-COVID) usage
of the both the Village trail system and Highline Canal 3+ times per week year-round walking our
dog, horseback riding, running or cycling:
The use of e-bikes will create safety concerns for each class of trail visitor, pedestrian,
traditional bicycle and equestrian.
Unlike traditional “human-powered” bicycles, e-bikes are propelled, whole or in part, by an
electric motor. The industry, Federal, State (including Colorado) and local government have
established classes to distinguish the power levels of the different models of e-bikes. Class I ebikes (sometimes called “pedal assist”) use a motor to match ordinary pedaling, powering the bikes
up to speeds of 20 mph. Class II e-bikes are more similar to traditional motorcycles and can be
propelled with the use of a hand throttle (and without pedaling). Class III e-bikes are similar to the
Class I pedal assist models but with motors that enable riders to travel much faster and farther,
hitting speeds approximating 28 mph (unassisted) on level ground, with the ability for higher
speeds depending on pedal assist and slope.
In a report published in the Journal of Injury Prevention, researchers identified that e-bike-related
injuries were more than three times more likely to involve a collision with a pedestrian than either
pedal bicycles or powered scooters. Citation: DiMaggio CJ, Bukur M, Wall SP, et al Injuries
associated with electric-powered bikes and scooters: analysis of US consumer product data Injury
Prevention 2020;26:524-528. https://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/26/6/524.full
There are many locations on the Highline canal and our City trail system with both limited site
distance and which offer limited ability for all forms of pedestrians (including those with
disabilities, baby strollers, toddlers, young children, the elderly, those walking in groups and/or
those walking with a leashed dog(s)) and slower moving bicycles and equestrians to safely exit the
trail or move sufficiently aside. Further, many of our Village trails are far narrower and some
even single track. Conflicts (with the possibility of resultant injury) with these higher speed ebikes will be inevitable. We have the opportunity to address this before injury occurs.
The opening of the Hampden underpass will undoubtedly result in an increase in multi-use
traffic on both the Highline Canal and the Village trail system. This increase should be

carefully evaluated from both safety and a maintenance perspectives before opening the trails to
an additional mode of motorized transportation. An e-bike is a bicycle propelled by a motor. Ebikes make it possible to ride faster and farther, and they stand to fundamentally change the trail
experience for all users. With the expansion of e-bikes, our community is setting itself up for the
expansion to other e-vehicles such as three-wheeled e-bikes, electric scooters, skateboards and
even golf carts.
Under EXISTING laws our disabled community has the right to use motorized
transportation on our trail system that include e-bikes, motorized wheelchairs, scooters, or other
form of ambulatory transport for those individuals who are afforded such protections under the
Americans with Disabilities Act or State law. Adding broad use of e-bikes will only further
diminish the safety and trail experience for our residents and visitors with disabilities.
E-bikes have a place, but not on the natural trails in our Village. Prohibition of e-bikes on
natural trails is consistent with rules promulgated by at the Federal level, by the Colorado Parks
and Wildlife and the National Forest Service and local communities, such as the City of Colorado
Springs.
As an example careful consideration, the City of Colorado Springs has prohibited e-bikes on “Tier
3” trails; defined as a trail as having natural surfaces and which are generally multi-use, meaning
they are shared among hikers, cyclists, joggers, dog walkers and equestrians. E-bikes are permitted
on Tier 1 and Tier 2 trails which are identified urban trails that are wide and multi-surface.
Citation: https://coloradosprings.gov/ebike. We believe that the concerns enumerated by citizens
in Colorado Springs mirror the concerns many of our residents have pertaining to the use and
enjoyment of our Village trail system.
With these concerns, we respectfully request that the Parks and Trails Commission, and the City
of Cherry Hills Village votes “NO” to allow e-bikes on the Highline Canal and on the City trail
system.
Thank you for your time and consideration,
Michael & Heidi Hammell

